
 

 

 

First United Methodist Church of Murphy 
P. O. Box 86  (73  Valley River Avenue) 

Murphy,  NC  28906 
 

Phone:    (828) 837-2718  (Office) 

   (828) 837-9735  (Fax) 

Email:   admin@murphyfirstumc.org 

Website: www.murphyfirstumc.org 

https://www.facebook.com/#!/groups/MurphyFUMC 
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Dear First Murphy, 

The start of a new school year has arrived!  The backs of composition notebooks are still 
stiff with newness, #2 pencils are getting put to use, everyone knows their seat and who they sit 
next to.  This is an exciting time of the year!  A new year can be exciting or scary, or sometimes 
both.  Anything new comes with fresh and open-ended possibilities.  What kind of year will it be? 

I guess, as is often the case, a thing is largely what you make of it: how much heart you put 
into it, your level of investment, your determination.  I remember hearing teachers say things like, 
ñWhat you get out of this class depends on what you put into it.ò  And that always proved true. 

On Sunday, August 26 we had a Back to School Blessing during worship and also later that 
afternoon.  I was amazed at the number of students and school workers that came forward during 
the service to receive a blessing.  At a number of the Home Gatherings in August, I shared with 
groups how excited I was when I initially heard I was coming to First Murphy and that this is a 
church that is involved in schools.  ñInvolved in schoolsòéIôve come to realize that was an under-
statement! 

Everywhere I turn, I meet coaches, teachers, school workers and volunteers, and for every-
one currently working in a school there are one or two more who are retired from that work.  Thank 
you!  I am amazed by the ways this congregation is committed to blessing the children of our com-
munity with your presence, generosity, time, and making sure studentôs basic needs are met.   

This is a church that lives its prayers.  On Sunday in worship I asked that everyone commit 
to living their prayers for our students in at least 1 of 4 ways: 1) bring dinner for Alpha (our youth 
group); 2) volunteer with KFC (Kids For Christ); 3) volunteer with STEP Up; and 4) serve in the 
nursery on Sunday morning. 

Maybe it would be a stretch for you to do one of those things.  Maybe it would take you out-
side of your comfort zone.  I hope youôll take that chance.  I believe when you do, youôll be richly 
blessed by God through the experience!   

The one thing I asked everyone to do is pray for our students and schools.  Make it a habit 
to lift them up to God in prayer.  And I encourage you to let our students know that youôre praying 
for them.  Seek them out in worship on Sunday morning, or at KFC, STEP Up, or Alpha. 

So many of my prayers in these last two months have started with ñWow!ò or ñThank you!ò  I 
am amazed at all that God is doing to First Murphy, and I am grateful for the gift and privilege of 
being appointed to serve here as your pastor.  I am looking forward to the start of this new school 
year, and seeing life and ministry get in full swing.   

To sign up to help with any of these ministries with our students, you can contact the office, 
or Davis (Alpha), Jennifer (KFC and nursery), or Jason (STEP Up). 

 

Be strong in the Lord!   

Pastor Wil 

September, 2018 
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DǊŜŜǝƴƎ /ŀǊŘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ǿƛƭƭ ƳŜŜǘ ŀǘ фΥол ŀƳ ƻƴ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ муǘƘ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇ Iŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴΦ ²Ŝ ƳŀƪŜ му ǘƻ 

нл ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎŀǊŘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǊǳōōŜǊ ǎǘŀƳǇǎΦ bŜǿ 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜπ

ǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΦ wǳōōŜǊ ǎǘŀƳǇƛƴƎ ƛǎ 

ŜŀǎȅΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ 

Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭ {ƘŀǊƻƴ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ ŀǘ уну-спп-ммлр 

ƻǊ ǎƘŀǊƻƴƪмлмтϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳΦ   

²ŀǘŎƘ ŜŀŎƘ {ǳƴŘŀȅΩǎ 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ 
¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭ 

ARE YOU GETTING 

 éé..the FUMC Communicator by 
email or picking up a copy in the 

church narthex or outside the 

church office?  If not...call the 

church office and give Theresa your 

email address.  ORé.you can always 

pull up the church website on your 

computer, click on the òNewsó but-

ton and read it there.  If none of 

these options work for you, call the 

church office with your home mail-

ing address and ask that we mail a 

copy to you. Thanks and remember 

that we always welcome feedback! 

Ladiesé..if you are looking for a small 

group to join, we have started a week-

ly Bible study on Wednesday after-

noons at 2:00 pm.  Group size will be 

limited to 12 women.  If you are inter-

ested, please let Theresa know in the 

church office or email Marji Hill at  

missions@murphyfirstumc.org. 

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƭŀǎǘ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ōǳǘ 
ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŀƳŜΚ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ 

ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΚ  5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ /I¦w/I 5Lw9/π
¢hw¸ ƛǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΚ  Wǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ƳǳǊπ

ǇƘȅŬǊǎǘǳƳŎΦƻǊƎ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǾŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά!ōƻǳǘ ¦ǎέ ōǳǧƻƴΣ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƻǇ Řƻǿƴ ƳŜƴǳ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ƛƴŦƻ ȅƻǳ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ  ¢ƘŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘŜŘΣ ǎƻ ƛŦ 
ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǧŜƴ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ǘƻ 
ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ƛǘ όуну-уот-нтмуύΦ 

¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ /ƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ƻǳǊ  /ƘǳǊŎƘ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ  ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǇƛŎπ
ǘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ōŜǧŜǊ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦ  Dƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴŦƻ ƛǎ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘΦ  LŦ ƴƻǘΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
Ŏŀƭƭ ¢ƘŜǊŜǎŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻŶŎŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘΗ {ǘŀȅ ǘǳƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
ƴŜǿǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǳǇŘŀǘŜΗ 

{ǿŜŜǘ .ŀōȅΣ άWŀŎƪέ /ƻƭƭƛƴǎ [ŀƴŎŜ LLL 

ǿŀǎ ōƻǊƴ  ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅΣ Wǳƭȅ омΣ ǘƻ 

ǇǊƻǳŘ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ WŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƳŜƴ 

[ŀƴŎŜΣ ǿŜƛƎƘƛƴƎ тƭōǎ т ƻȊǎΦ  {ǿŜŜǘ 

WŀŎƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴŘǎƻƴ ƻŦ bƻƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ 

/ƘŀǊƭŜƴŜ {ƳƛǘƘΦ  /ƻƴƎǊŀǘǳƭŀǝƻƴǎ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ {ƳƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎΗ Coming Soon!  New Church Directory!  

The Communications Team is looking 

for anyone that is good with a camera 

and would be willing to snap a few pic-

tures.  If you are interested, please con-

tact anyone on the Communications 

Team.  

mailto:sharonk1017@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC7JkPVgF4aBmjIn1j21nHaA/videos
mailto:missions@murphyfirstumc.org
https://www.murphyfirstumc.org
https://www.murphyfirstumc.org


1stñTim & Lori Nicholson 
2ndñJohn & Debbi Bruce 
3rdñTom & Jane Payne 
4thñFlip & Karen Watson 
8thñJohn & Rachel Snow III 
9thñJeff & Lori Martin 
19thñJim & Sheila Jordan 
30thñElaine Svitil 
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2ndñJohn Bruce 
4thñLynda Potter 
5thñBill Hughes 
7thñJanie Forrister 
9thñPam Messenger; 
Erin Moore; Diane Sims 
12thñSharon Hotchkiss 
13thñMartha Palmer 
15thñMatt White; Ruby Mayfield 
16thñLynda Gougler 
17thñSteve Smith; Cora Edwards 
22ndñDuncan Sumpter 
27thñDottie Wershing 
29thñDebbie Alringer; Andrew White 

PLEASE NOTE:  We want to know your 
birthdate (not the year!) and your wedding an-
niversary date so that we can extend òBEST 
WISHESó to you at the appropriate time.  
Please call the church office or send Theresa 
an email and give her this info.  Thanks! 

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENTS 

We thank the following individuals and groups for  
helping with activities during September: 

Lay Reader:   Esther Manchester 

Greeters:   Leslie Davis  

Announcements:   Barbara Hughes 

Offering Prayer:  Kathyrn Jenkins 

Pew Maintenance:  Welcoming Committee 

Counters:  9/3�² Arlene & Deanne; 9/10�² Deanne 
& Sheila S.; 9/17�² Sheila S. & Karen W.; 9/24�²
Karen W. & Arlene.  

TRUSTEE On Call:   Flip Watson (828-361-9519) 

Communications Team: Diane Barfield, Cobby 
Barfield, Sue Bell, Karen Crump, Nancy Jo Willis 

FINANCIALS: 
¢ƻǘŀƭ hǇŜǊŀǝƴƎ .ǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ нлмуΥ   ϷомлΣфуо 

5ƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǿŜŜƪƭȅΥ   ϷрΣфул 

As of July 31, 2018: 

     General Oper. Funds Received YTD:    $ 167,889.84 

     Designated Funds Received YTD:       $   23,419.86 

Total Oper. Funds Available thru 7/31/18:  $  64,486.01 

Total Desig. Funds on hand thru 7/31/18:  $  39,940.84  

bh¢9Υ  όмύ  /ƻǇƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘƭȅ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ 
ǘƘŜƳΦ  όнύ  ¢ƘŜ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ŬƎǳǊŜǎ ǊŜƅŜŎǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ŎƘŜŎƪƛƴƎ 
ŀƴŘ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ŦǳƴŘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴȅ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ¢ǊǳǎǘŜŜ ƻǊ CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴ ŦǳƴŘǎΦ 


