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Dear First Murphy,

All Saints Day is one of my favorite holy days of the Christian year. And this year it actually fallg
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wonderful! Several years ago, when | was still in seminary, | went back and visited my summer field pl;

church on All Saints Sunday. We made it to the church just before the processional began, and
bagpipe music grew to fill the sanctuary, o
allabodth ope, resurrection, the communion of th

That pastor was in the middle of several years of enduring painful cancer treatments. To talk aj
recti on wanghes&ytkinccohstuti. gt wasphope and resurrection power that mattered rig
now.

For the | ast several mont hs wedbve been surrtr
dying due to COMID® . I remember the first time | he
peopl e died. It felt | i ke a doomsday predi

feels less abstract and more like a gut punch. In our own congregation, we still grieve the death
minding us that every one of those 200,000+ has a name, a story, and there is an emptiness afij
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That gives us well over 200,000 reasons to wear a mask, keep physical distance, and practice good ha

And thatodés why we all need to be on the san
at churahthank you for your help and patience.

Death and grief, like everything during this time, have become more complicated. Families havg
bye over video call s. Funerals have been ¢
used to. Friends dondét just stop by and si
Dr. Allen Verhey has written a brilliant and hopefiilf®Gkstian Art of DyingT he fAar t o
sound |i ke a museum exhibit youdd prefer to

the Christian story is the death of Jesusa@iiistiesurrection that undoes the power of death. And
the one who teaches us about the art of dyi
who are prepared to die. o

This month in worship, 106l]1 be in a sermon
|l ight some Al ast wordso from people whobve
prepared to die, 0 how we can care for one &
Wedll try to be vulnerable, honest and pradg
be playing dirges each Sunday. Some of the
mor i s one of Godoés gifts that helps knock

(Continued on Page 2)
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(Continued from Page 1)
Al so, starting on Sunday, November 8, 101l bel | e
nothing |ike actually sitting in the same room t
gether even when we candét be in the same room.
are exploring some of the idea3 frei@hristian Art of Dgimgj getting real practical with ways we can bless our fa
ly and leave a legacy at the time of our passing. Sign up by email éolthie Chukaiphyfirstuma@aongd wie 6 |
send you a | ink each Sunday. We 6 | | start abojut
Herebds one of my favorite |ines Verhey treats| | i
story too good to be true. I't could not be, |unl
Confusion, incompleteness, sadness, aloneness|, g
Remembering the resurrection of Jesus is the deep breath and the drink of cool water we could all useg right
The peace of God which passes understanding keep you all,
Pastor Wil
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