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OPEN HEARTS...OPEN MINDS… 
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January 2022 

ARE YOU MISSING YOUR UPPER ROOM?  

Dear First Murphy, 

It’s here, it’s here!  Our Cornerstone Year!  One of the first things I heard about when I came to 
First Murphy was that we are fast approaching our Centennial Celebration.  In May 1922, the corner-
stone was laid for our current sanctuary, right here in the heart of Murphy.  Ever since then, this congre-
gation has been located in the heart of Murphy, and listening to the heart of God.   

The History and Trustees Committees have already been hard at work preparing for the 100-year 
celebration.  The Trustees have been checking off items on their project list for the last few years.  And 
as they’ve gone along, we’ve also added some new ones.  For some projects, we’ll call on professionals.  
But there are others where we’ll need your help! 

One thing everyone can do to help get our buildings and spaces in good order is take responsi-
bility for your spaces.  See trash?  Throw it away.  Light bulb out?  See something not working?  Let the 
Trustee On-Call know.   

The History Committee is planning a special celebration on May 22, 2022—including a special 
worship service that day, followed by a luncheon at the Hackney Warehouse.  We’ll have former minis-
ters coming as special guest preachers throughout the year, including Bishop Carter preaching on May 
15! 

Now, when it comes to preparing for our Cornerstone celebration there’s more to be done than 
working on buildings or planning for a big celebration.  (Though those things are important!) 

My vision for 2022 is that in our Cornerstone year, we lean in to the basics of our faith, both as a 
matter of discipleship and as a way of discerning how our 100th year is a springboard into our 101st. I 
am calling on us to lean into these 3 priorities: Growing in Faith, Going in Service, and Engaging in Wor-
ship. Those three callings come directly out of what we learned and heard as critically important through 
Growing Young. 

In preaching and Bible studies, I will spend the year playing with the metaphor of “cornerstone”—
namely, how Christ is our cornerstone (Eph. 2:20, Luke 20:17).  In Advent, we started reading the gospel 
of Luke, and we’re going to keep going, living in Luke all the way through Easter and into May.  I’ll be 
leading a mid-week study on Luke (day/time TBD), and I’d love for you to be part of it! 

I believe we as a congregation are poised for and have the heart to make a big difference in the 
lives of our neighbors. Wouldn’t it be powerful if, on 5/22/22, we were able to unveil a plan (or at least an 
intention) for how we sense God is calling us to a next level of extravagantly generous and daring minis-
try?!  

I’ve spent a lot of time praying and thinking about what our church might look like on our 100th 
celebration.  And I don’t mean the building.  I mean us, the people.  I’ve wondered what it would look like 
if every single person was intentionally Growing in Faith, Going in Service, and Engaging in Worship?!   

If we lean into those basics—searching Scripture and praying together, serving together, and re-
ally engaging in (not just coming to) worship—then I believe we will find increasing clarity on who God is 
calling us to be at the start of our second centennial, and will receive power from God’s Spirit to “turn the 
world upside down,” as Acts says.  

Abiding in Christ,  Pastor Wil 
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GIVING CELEBRATIONS: 
 One of the strongest gifts God’s Spirit has given this congregation is the gift of generosity.  Time 
and again you show yourselves to be extravagantly generous—blessing our neighbors near and far.  During the 
weeks leading up to Christmas you helped show what this season is all about: selflessness, generosity, and 
kindness toward others.  Here is a brief report on where your gifts went this season: 

Alpha Luminaries: $209.00 

Christmas Box Project: $5,290.00 

Alternative Giving: 

 Big Brothers Big Sisters of Cherokee County: $225.00 

 Cherokee County Sharing Center: $1,510.00 

 H.A.V.E.N. Children’s Advocacy Center: $1,275.00 

 Hinton Life Center: $180.00 

 Hurlburt-Johnson Friendship House:  $440.00 

 Project AGAPE (Armenia): $1,290.00 

 REACH: $1,540.00 

 Valley River Humane Society:  $315.00 

 ZOE Empowers (Liberia): $425.00 

Tornado Relief: $2,430.00 

Hurlburt-Johnson Friendship House (Christmas Eve Offering): $1,517.00 

FUMC Staff Appreciation: $3,604.00 

A huge THANKS! to everyone who helped with 

music during this holiday season.  The Wesley 

Ringers will resume rehearsals at 5:00 pm on 

Wednesday, January 19th, in the choir room 

downstairs.  The Choir will begin rehearsals at 6:15 pm on Wednesday, 

February 2nd.   

If you have any questions or want to know how to get involved in music at Murphy First, 

just contact Suzanne West, Music Director, at 828-557-7926 or  

music@murphyfirstumc.org. 

The secret of achievement is to not let what you’re  
doing get to you before you get to it. 

 
Commit thy works unto the Lord, and 

thy thoughts shall be established. 
—Proverbs 16:3 
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If you would like to reserve 
a Sunday in 2022 to pro-
vide altar flowers, please 
call the church office at 
828-837-2718 or Sheila 
Snow at 828-361-6009. 

Trustee on Call for January: 
Blake Hughes  828-557-3354 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS 

AND NURSERY HELPERS 

Folks, we need help on Sunday morn-

ings with volunteers to teach chil-

dren’s Sunday school and to help in 

the nursery.  If you are willing to help 

out on a rotating basis, please contact 

Nikki Washburn at nwash-

burn11@frontier.com or Mary Rob-

ertson at  

marylou3725@gmail.com. Thank you! 

WERE YOU BORN IN 1990 OR LATER? 

The church is required to report a variety of statistics to 
our district every January, and in order to do this, we 
must know the full birth dates for everyone aged 30 and 
under.  So if you were born in 1990 or later, please call 
or send an email to Karen Crump in the office and pro-
vide your birth date for our records.  Call 828-837-2718 
or email Karen at admin@murphyfirstumcorg. 

* * * OFFICE VOLUNTEERS * * * 

We need volunteers to answer the 

phones each week from Tuesday 

through Thursday from 9:00-12:30 

and help with counting the offering 

on Tuesday mornings around 

9:30.  Please call the church office 

at 828-837-2718 or send an email 

to admin@murphyfirstumc.org to 

add your name to the rotation.  Thank you! 

Serving in  

Worship 

If you are interested in 

serving as a Liturgist,  

Crucifer or Acolyte (age 

7+), please contact 

Kathryn Jenkins at (404) 

395-2390 or  

rkjenkins330@gmail.com. 

Dear First Murphy, thank you so much 

for your generous Staff Appreciation 

gifts!  We are blessed by your kindness 

and are thankful to be in ministry 

with you! —- Wil & the Staff 

Note to our 

younger 

members: 
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Harshaw Chapel 
The Harshaw Chapel committee is stepping into 2022 with big goals, 
which includes getting a preservationist engineer’s definitive assess-
ment on the roof system so we can proceed with fundraising and then 
restore the roof and steeple.   

Ways you can be involved now: 

 Make a donation to support the restoration work. 

 Organize a small group to clean head stones (we will provide clean-
ing supplies). 

 If you have a story about the Chapel or what it means to you, let us know. 

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENTS 

We ask that you come to church on Sundays or continue to watch our Sunday worship 
livestream platform and stay in touch with your friends and family.  

Crucifer:  various     Acolytes:  various 

Worship Leader:  Jason Forrister   Lay Reader/Liturgist:  various 

Greeters:   various     Announcements:   various 

Offering Prayer:   various    Pew Maintenance:  N/A 

Communion Preparation: Worship Committee 

Fellowship Lunch Host:  N/A   Counters:  Various 

January Office Volunteers:  Marilyn Jones, Dottie Wershing, Kathryn Jenkins 

TRUSTEE On Call:  Blake Hughes  (828-557-3354) 

Communications Team: Sue Bell, Karen Crump, Nancy Jo Willis 

Those who bring sunshine to the lives of others 

cannot keep it from themselves. 

 

Be not deceived; God is not mocked; 

for whatsoever a man soweth, 

that shall he also reap. 

— Galatians 6:7 

mailto:suzie1028@gmail.com
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 Alpha had a full December: on 12/5 we filled stockings that were delivered to the Friendship House 
for residents to have on Christmas Day; on 12/12 we teamed up with several young families to go Christmas 
caroling and had a great time!  Then we finished out the year with a special Christmas dinner and white ele-
phant gift exchange.   

 We are grateful for the people who have prepared some delicious dinners for those evenings! 

 Alpha has been on “Christmas Break,” and will pick back up on 1/9 at 5pm.  (5pm will be our regular 
gathering time unless otherwise noted). 

 We’re also back to feeding Alpha (following Covid protocols).  If you would like to prepare a meal for 
Alpha, please contact Lea Posey (leajsposey@gmail.com).  We would ask that you provide a meal for around 
20 people (that’s youth and adults).  You can deliver the meal to Fellowship Hall on Sunday afternoon.  You 
don’t have to serve the meal, but we’d love for you to stick around and let the youth meet you.  We eat 
around 6pm.   

If you want to know more about what Alpha is up to, please reach out to Pastor Wil 
(pastor@murphyfirstumc.org) or Allison Laney (alaney@tricountycc.edu). 

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY 

We had so much fun with the Children’s Christ-
mas Special Program on December 19.  If you 
didn’t catch the service in person, you can go 
back and watch it online.  Our children led us in 
worship through singing and bells, story-telling, 
and a reverse Children’s Time.   

 We love when our youngest disciples have a chance to be 
involved with and lead in worship! 

 Every Sunday we have Sunday school and music at 10am 
in the Education Building, and we’re so thankful for the teachers, 
leaders, and volunteers who make that happen. We would love to 
have more adults in the rotation as teachers and volunteers (in 
the nursery and in Sunday school). If you’d like to join in the fun, 
please reach out to Mary Robertson (marylou3725@gmail.com) 
or Nikki Washburn (nwashburn11@frontier.com).  

Be on the look-out for a Safe Sanctuary training in early 2022.  

***Involvement with children’s ministries requires a clear back-
ground check and completing safe sanctuary training.  

Caroling 2021!! 
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IF YOU HAVEN’T 
WORSHIPPED WITH US ON 

SUNDAY MORNINGS 
….TRY ONE OF  

THESE OPTIONS: 
 

1. Go to our church website at mur-
phyfirstumc.org.  Click on Worship/
Services and then select the link to 
our YouTube channel to live 
stream. 

2. Tune in to WKRK Radio, 1320 AM, 
at 11:00 am or go to our website, 
click on Worship/Services and click 
on the link to WKRK. 

3. At other times, go to our church 
website at murphyfirstumc.org, 
click on Worship/Services and then 
the link to our YouTube channel at   
YouTube Channel  and select the 
worship service you’d like to 
watch. 

4. The most recent Sunday service is 
always posted on the church home 
page at murphyfirstumc.org.   

In January, FLOWERS will be provided 

for worship by: 

January 2—OPEN 

January 9—OPEN 

January 16—OPEN 

January 23—Sue Parker 

January 30—OPEN 

 

To reserve a Sunday in 2022 to provide 

altar flowers, please call the church office 

at 828-837-2718.  Thank You! 

As a reminder, anyone 

or any group needing to 

use any of the spaces in 

the Sanctuary or the Ed-

ucation Building must 

notify the church office 

by email (admin@murphyfirstumc.org) or 

by phone (828-837-2718) in advance.  It is 

important that any building use is sched-

uled on the church calendar.  Thanks so 

much for helping us keep the calendar and 

the cleaning crew updated.  

for submitting information for the 
February edition  

of the newsletter!  
Tuesday, January 25, 2022                                                                       

On the cusp of our centennial celebra-

tion, our church is asking members and 

friends to bring in photos of the building 

and its congregation throughout the last 

century. We also need names and con-

tact information on anyone you know 

who would enjoy joining us for our cen-

tennial celebration. There is a basket in 

the narthex for names or you may contact Lori Ni-

cholson at 828-360-4899 or Charlene Smith at 828-

361-1519. 

murphyfirstumc.org
murphyfirstumc.org
murphyfirstumc.org
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IN CELEBRATION OF 100 YEARS! 
This year, 2022, is a special year for our church as we celebrate 100 years in this spe-
cial location in the heart of MURPHY.  The History Committee is busy with plans to cele-
brate in many different ways throughout the year.   

Since gathering around the table laden with delicious food is traditional for our congre-
gation, we will be honoring members who are no longer with us in person by sharing 
some of their recipes, popular here in their time. 

For the month of January we are featuring Thelma Penland Axley's Coconut Cake reci-
pe.  Thelma and her husband, Porter, raised their three daughters, Mary Frances Axley Russell, Martha 
Porter Axley Palmer, and Rose Lawery Axley in Murphy and were active members of First Methodist 
Church of Murphy. 

Before the consolidation of schools in Cherokee County, Thelma taught in a small school in the Grape 
Creek Community.  She was a grandmother when she went back to school and received her teaching de-
gree at Peabody University in Nashville, TN.  After that she taught at Peachtree Elementary School until 
her retirement at age 65.   

Martha remembers, when Thelma's coconut cake was on the table at church dinners, there was never a 
morsal left for the family to enjoy later. 



Keep the following in your  
thoughts and prayers: 

Ruth Vespasian; Emelene Crouch; Scott Adams; Jamye Chris-
ty; Mary Hettinger; Tony Licata; Matt Licata; Davis Jones;   
Harrell Barfield; Grady (Maria McLeod’s guide dog); the 
family of Randy, David & Carol Saturday; praise, blessings 
and celebration to Bob Smith who received a clear scan last 

week and is cancer free; the family of Rev. Ken Kelly; the Carroll family upon the passing 
of Lorna; Allie (Beckett) Boyer; Gary Crump. 

If you have specific prayer needs, fill out and submit a blue Prayer Request Card, or call the church 
office or pastor (828-837-2718), or email the Prayer Team at: prayfumc@gmail.com, or text Karen 
Crump, Admin. Assistant, at 828-361-4504. 

Pastor Wil Posey 
pastor@murphyfirstumc.org 

Music—Suzanne West 
music@murphyfirstumc.org 
Karen Crump—Admin Asst 

admin@murphyfirstumc.org 

FINANCIALS: 
Total Operating Budget for 2021: $344,678 

Donations needed weekly: $6,628 

As of November 30, 2021: 

General Oper. Funds Received YTD:  $316,534.08 

Designated Funds Received YTD:   $  32,369.13 

Total Oper. Funds Avail. thru 11/30/21:  $181,903.47 

Total Desig. Funds on hand thru 11/30/21: $27,688.59 

NOTE: (1) Copies of the monthly financial statements 

are available in the church office for those who wish to 

review them. (2) The financial figures reflect the basic 

checking and savings funds of the church and do not 

include any information on Trustee or Foundation funds. 

The Greeting Card Ministry will 

not meet in January.  For questions 

on the card ministry, call or email 

Sharon Francis, 828-644-1105 or 

sharonk1017@gmail.com. 

Watch each Sunday’s service 
live on our YouTube Channel 

mailto:prayfumc@gmail.com
mailto:pastor@murphyfirstumc.org
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1/1—Dub Sherrill 
1/3—Dianne Fitts 
1/5—Cobby Barfield 
1/6—John Teel, Tyra Nelson 
1/7—Sherry Garland, Tyler Edwards 
1/8—Emelene Crouch 
1/11—John Kimball, Mark  Mobley 
1/12—Edward Palmer, Sheila Jordan 
1/16—Luke Conrad, Madison Worley, Ricky 
Hill 
1/17—Richard  Douglass 
1/19—Lee Mayfield 
1/21—Charles Garland 
1/22—Rev. Rusty Edwards 
1/23—Kyle McClure 
1/24—Bud Sims 
1/27—Jeannie Mitchell 
1/28—Amy Brown 
1/29—Emily Watson, Mary Robertson 
1/30—Roxy Bryant 

1/5—Rick & Debbie Alringer 
1/29— Matt & Jennifer White 
1/30—Dave &  Sharon Hotchkiss 

Joyful Stitchers  
The prayer shawls that were blessed in September are availa-

ble by request.  If you know of someone that could use some 

comfort and prayers and would like to request a shawl, you 

can call Karen Crump at 828-361-4504 or email at 

kcrump629@gmail.com. You can also call the Church office at 

828-837-2718 to make a request for anyone in need.  

Adult Sunday School meets at 10am in Fel-
lowship Hall led by Wally Avett. 

Children’s Sunday School meets at 10am 
next to the Nursery. 

Children’s Playground Church meets at 
10am on the playground every 1st Sunday 
of the month. 

Pastor’s Parents’ Sunday School meets at 
10am in a classroom on the 3rd floor. 

mailto:kcrump629@gmail.com


Due to COVID, the Willing Workers and 

Helping Hands circles were not able to 

meet for our annual White Elephant 

Auction.  This auction has always been 

a way for us to raise money to buy 

Christmas for our local students.  We presented to the congregation the “Christmas Box Project” as a way to help as 

many students as possible.  As in past years, we were overwhelmed by the generosity of our congregation.  You sur-

passed our goal of 50 students and, instead, were able to help 72 students!  A HUGE thanks to all who participated with 

your giving, shopping with the students, wrapping of gifts and your prayers.  On December 4th we held “Memories with 

Santa.”  It was also a huge success.  We served approximately 60 children and their families.  Photos were taken with 

Santa and each child received a goodie bag.  The smiles on the children’s faces were priceless.  Both circles and some of 

our youth worked together to make this happen and we appreciate every one of you that worked so hard.   

Due to the rise in COVID cases, we are not meeting in January and will continue to stay in touch by email.  Please contin-

ue to keep Sheila Snow in your prayers as she heals from her back surgery.  If you have a need or are aware of a need 

within our group, please reach out to Karen Watson (828-361-9520) or Karen Crump (828-361-4504).  Please stay well, 

and we are looking forward to meeting in person again soon! 

Willing Workers Circle 

Our verse for this year is from Ephesians: 

“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children” Ephesians 5:1  

Due to the ongoing threat 

of increased COVID vari-

ants, the Helping Hands 

UMW Circle will not meet 

on Tuesday, January 18th 

as previously scheduled in the Fellowship Hall for their next meeting. The Greeting Card Ministry 

will not meet either.  All women in our church and our community are invited to join us when next 

we gather together...hopefully on February 15th! 

Stay in touch, stay connected, stay safe and stay healthy! Any questions, call Nancy Jo Willis 

(850-428-3636). Thanks and God Bless! 

Helping Hands Circle 

The United Methodist Women’s Leadership Team for FUMC Murphy is excited to begin 

a new year and very hopeful that we can gather together and tackle more “hands-on” 

projects in the months ahead.   We plan to honor Ann Miller Woodford with a Special 

Mission pin for all her wonderful efforts in 2021 on presenting “Making the Invisible 

Visible” and bringing racial injustice and inequality to the forefront where it needs to be 

focused on!  Our first quarterly Leadership  Team meeting will be held on Thursday, January 20th, at 11:30 am in the Fellow-

ship Hall of the church (with masks).  May the New Year bring you many blessings, much health, joy and happiness!  



MAY I HAVE A FEW MOMENTS OF YOUR TIME? 

My name is Maria McLeod.  My story begins seven years ago when I was presented with the gift of a life-
time—my guide dog Grady.  I am totally blind from a progressive hereditary eye disease.  I received Grady 
from Freedom Guide Dogs.  Freedom Guide Dogs in Cassville, NY is uniquely different from tradition-
al guide dog schools as their program has a licensed hometown training curriculum.  Instead of having to 
leave your home environment and train for a month at a guide dog center, Freedom Guide Dogs travels to 
the hometown where the client lives.  A certified guide dog trainer is scheduled to work with the individual 
who has been selected.   The newly trained  guide dog is considered a team when united with his new han-
dler who is visually impaired.  The guide dog is trained with his new handler in familiar and pertinent  sur-
roundings.  This could include such settings as a person’s job, local shopping  centers, malls, pub-
lic transportation, and navigating local streets and parks. 

Grady is my fifth guide dog and without a doubt, he is far superior in his training and intelligence. 
Grady functions on a level of a 4-5-year-old child and knows several hundred  commands.  He is constant-
ly learning new concepts as his eagerness and dedication to his job  as a dog guide never ceases to 
amaze me.  I don’t feel blind when I use Grady.  He safely  and efficiently guides me around obstacles and 
barriers which a sighted individual might negotiate  without a second thought.  Grady has also received 
advanced training to make intelligent and instantaneous decisions when life or death circumstances are presented before him.  Some exam-
ples are when Grady crosses a street with me as a car runs a red light or when Grady and  I encounter an unexpected curb, set of stairs, or 
road construction.   

Grady has given me seven years of loyal service, but today I can say without a doubt he is also my hero.  I  was coming out of a doctor’s 
office in Blairsville, GA and was following behind a  staff member who was leading me to my son’s van where my son and daughter patiently 
were waiting for me to complete my doctor appointment.  This staff member did not disclose to me that we were approaching a curb with 
an unusually high drop off.  In addition, this curb cutout contained a significant  lip of about six inches.  Grady proceeded to slow down and 
stop at this curb which proceeded to the parking lot.  As I went to step down off the curb by extending  my left foot, I was immediately thrown 
off balance by the height of the drop off.  At the same moment, I tried desperately to also bring my right foot down into the parking lot but was 
panicked to discover that my right toe was caught underneath the lip surrounding the curb cutout.  I  felt myself  pitching  forward at an unnat-
ural angle and knew that I was headed for a  severe fall with the impact of my face, head, and neck as the most likely scenario.  What hap-
pened next was nothing short of amazing.  All of a sudden, I felt the strongest pull under  Grady’s harness handle that I have ever experi-
enced in my entire life as he attempted to pull me forward and dislodge my right foot while trying to clear me free from the curb.  The force he 
needed to exert to pull me (an object nearly three times his weight) was extremely  powerful.  Grady’s dynamic energy caused me to pitch 
forward with even greater intensity as I  left the curb behind.  In order to prevent me from the severe fall which seemed imminent, Grady in a 
fraction of a second performed a body block.  He spun around and threw his body across mine and pushed me backward, thrusting me up-
right with a strength that I never realized Grady possessed.  He then proceeded to pin me in place locking himself down like an anchor pre-
venting me from moving  even a fraction of an inch.  He remained  perfectly still until I had regained my balance and my composure.  This 
quick and instantaneous maneuver on Grady’s part prevented a potential catastrophe.  I would have certainly fallen, severely injuring myself, 
as I crumpled to the ground in a twisted heap. 

Grady did not hesitate to take decisive and quick action when my safety  was in jeopardy  despite the fact that Grady is now in a fight to save 
his own life.  He has been recently diagnosed with squamous cell carcinoma in his nasal cavity.  Without a lifesaving surgery to remove the 
tumor,  he will lose his own battle for survival.  Grady will need a nostectomy which will remove the tip of his nose in order to get clear mar-
gins in removing this cancerous  tumor.  This surgery will need to be performed  at the University of Georgia Veterinary  Hospital in Athens by 
the end of January 2022.  Waiting to a later date to have this life saving surgery could result in the tumor growing to a size that would prevent 
removal.  This type of intricate surgery must be performed by a top-notch specialist with a cost of $5000.00.    I  feel that I owe Grady this 
chance at an extended life span as a payback for his many years of loyal and dedicated service.  I am currently teaming up with a new local 
non-profit organization in  Murphy, NC called  Destination Help 2020** to try and raise the money for Grady’s life saving  surgery. The con-
tact person for Destination Help 2020 is Karen Morée at 828-360-6634 or mailto:destinationhelp2020@gmail.com.  Or, if you prefer, you can 
make your tax deductible donation to Murphy 1st UMC with a designation of “Grady’s Surgery”, and the church will send the proceeds to Des-
tination Help 2020.  The veterinary  specialists are convinced that since the tumor was discovered early while only one inch in diameter, 
Grady has the potential for a complete cure. 

Grady is my eyes as well as my beloved friend and companion.  I  implore anyone reading this article to make a tax deductible donation so 
Grady can receive the surgery that will save his life.  He can then continue to lead a long and happy existence while performing  his remarka-
ble career as my cherished  guide dog.  Grady and I thank you for your help and prayers.  — Maria 

(** The purposes of Destination Help are to assist those living in North Carolina who have disabilities and/or their families, friends, caregivers, 
employers, places of worship, communities, and teachers as their relationships pertain to individuals with disabilities through funding, train-
ing, consultation, problem-solving, respite care, service animals, counseling, assistive or augmentative technology, therapy, or medical/
therapeutic needs—all of which are intended to improve quality of life for those with and/or directly impacted by a disability or disabilities.) 
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SCOUTING!! 
CUB PACK 400 (Boys & Girls) & SCOUTING BSA TROOPS 400 (Boys) & 4400 (Girls) 

 

CUB PACK 400 (Boys & Girls) WILL RE-CHARTER for 2022...since the UMC nationally has approved. 

BOY SCOUT TROOP 400 (Boys) WILL CHARTER for 2022...since the UMC nationally has approved. 

BOY SCOUT TROOP 4400 (Girls) WILL CHARTER for 2022 when there are enough girls to staff it. 

For legal reasons, the United Methodist Church nationally had frozen the Scouting ministries charters at year 
end (12/31/21).  Late news is that the National Church now will offer a new plan to support Scouting minis-
tries. 

It is a legal thing having to do with protection against lawsuits for child abuse.  We assume that the necessary 
procedures will be put into place to allow United Methodist Churches to continue chartering Scouting pro-
grams. 

This is great news since sixty percent of the Daniel Boone Council’s charters are with UM Churches.  National-
ly, no other Charter Organization supports more scouting units than the United Methodist Church. 

Our Cub Pack dens are meeting...as well as our Monthly Pack Meeting 

On December 4th, the Pack entered a float in the Christmas Parade and on the 18th had a dynamic Christmas 
party. 

Here is the Pack 400 planned schedule: 
 
---  (01/06/22) - District & Roundtable Leadership Meeting (7:00pm)(Sylva) 
---  (01/07-09/22) - SM/ASM, Job Specific training (CDB) 

 ---  (01/22/22) - PINEWOOD DERBY Clinic (FUMC Murphy)(11:00am-1:00pm) 
 ---  (01/27/22) - FALLING WATERS District/Commissioners Meeting (7:00pm)(Sylva) 

 
---  (02/03/22) - District & Roundtable Leadership Meeting (7:00pm)(Sylva) 

 ---  (02/05/22) - PINEWOOD DERBY Clinic (FUMC Murphy)(11:00am-1:00pm) 
 ---  (02/18/22) - FALLING WATERS District Banquet 
 ---  (02/24/22) - FALLING WATERS District/Commissioners Meeting (7:00pm)(Sylva) 
 ---  (02/26/22) - PINEWOOD DERBY 
 ---  (02/26-27/22) - Operation Snowshoe - (Webelos & AOL) 
 
 ---  (03/01/22) - CAMP CARD sales begin 
 ---  (03/05/22) - District PINEWOOD DERBY (Sylva) 
 ---  (03/24/22) - FALLING WATERS District/Commissioners Meeting (7:00pm)(Sylva) 
 ---  (03/26/22) - UNIVERSITY OF SCOUTING 
 
If you want to enroll a boy or girl in Scouting, please contact our Cub/Boy Scout Master, Josh Frentz: 941-286-
9827, dodgehemi1981@yahoo.com or Dave Hotchkiss: 828-644-3372, dahotch@brmemc.net, the Charter Or-
ganizational Representative (COR). 

mailto:dodgehemi1981@yahoo.com
mailto:dahotch@brmemc.net


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

26   
10am Sunday School 
Classes 
10:55am Worship  
5pm  ALPHA 
6pm AA Meeting 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 

28  
1pm Food Pantry 
6pm Scouts 
 
 
 

29  
 
 
 

30  
 
6pm Cub Scouts 
 
 
 

31  
 
 
 
 
 
 

01 NEW 
YEAR’S DAY  
 

 

 

 

02  EPIPHANY SUN. 
10am Sunday 
School Classes 
10:55am Worship  
6pm AA Mtg 
 
 
 

03  
5:30pm 
Trustees 
 

 

04  
1pm Food Pantry  
6pm Scouts 

05  
5:30pm Scouts 

06 
6pm Scouts 

07  
1pm Food Pantry 
(Drive Thru) 
 

08  
8am CCUMM 

09  
10am Sunday 
School Classes 
10:55am Worship  
5pm ALPHA 
6pm AA Meeting 

10  
5pm SPPRC 
Meeting 
 

11  
1pm Food Pantry 
6pm Scouts 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14  
1pm Food Pantry 
(Drive Thru) 
 
 
 
 

15  
 

16  
10am Sunday 
School Classes 
10:55am Worship  
5pm ALPHA 
6pm AA Meeting 

17  
6pm Scouts 
 
 
 
 

18  
1pm Food Pantry  
6pm Scouts 
 
 
 
 

19  
5pm Wesley 
Ringers 
5:30pm Scouts 
 
 

20  
11:30 am UMW 
Leadership 
Team Meeting 
6pm Scouts 
 
 
 

21  
1pm Food Pantry 
(Drive Thru) 
 
 
 
 
 

22  
All Day—Scouts 
Pinewood Der-
by 
 
 
 

23   
10am Sunday 
School Classes 
10:55am Worship  
5pm ALPHA 
6pm AA Meeting 

24  
5:30pm Ad-
min Council 
 
 
 

25  
1pm Food Pantry 
February 
Newsletter Dead-
line  
6pm Scouts 

26  
5pm Wesley 
Ringers 
 

27  
 
 
 
 
 

28  
1pm Food Pantry 
(Drive Thru) 
 
 
 

29 

 

 

 

30 
10am Sunday 
School Classes 
10:55am Worship  
5pm ALPHA 
6pm AA Meeting 

31 1 
1pm Food Pantry 
6pm Scouts 

2 
5pm Wesley Ring-
ers 
5:30pm Scouts 
6:15pm Choir Reh 

3 
6pm Scouts 

4 
1pm Food Pantry 

5 

2 2 

2 
0 

2 
2 



The mission of First United Methodist Church is to grow disciples who know God personally, 

pray daily, celebrate worship, serve others, and reach out in witness. 

STAFF: 
Rev. Wil Posey, Pastor 

pastor@murphyfirstumc.org 

Karen Crump, Admin. Assistant 

admin@murphyfirstumc.org 

Nikki Washburn, Nursery Director 

Suzanne West, Director of Music 

music@murphyfirstumc.org 

OFFICE HOURS: 

The church office is open Mondays thru Thursdays from 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

If you wish to speak with a member of our church staff, 

please call the church office at 828-837-2718 and leave 

a message, or call the desired individual on their cell 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

OF MURPHY 

P. O. Box 86  (73 Valley River Avenue) 

Murphy, NC  28906 

 

 

 

   TO:  
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