September, 2021
First United Methodist Church of Murphy
P. O. Box 86 (73 Valley River Avenue)
Murphy, NC 28906
Phone:

(828) 837-2718 (Office)
(828) 837-9735 (Fax)
Email: admin@murphyfirstumc.org
Website: www.murphyfirstumc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/fumcmurphy/

OPEN HEARTS...OPEN MINDS…
OPEN DOORS
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Dear First Murphy,

In a world that moves fast, sometimes it helps to see things coming slow.
I learned that from the movie “42,” about Branch Ricky and Jackie Robinson breaking the color
barrier with his courageous entry into Major League Baseball.
In the movie, there’s a scene with a reporter firing one question after another at Jackie. (For
context, this particular reporter is an ally, not an adversary.) The questions have very little to do
with baseball, and a lot more to do with Jackie’s skin color. Jackie gets visibly frustrated and
bursts out at the reporter. The reporter calmly answers back, “Things are going to come at you
fast, now. I’m here to help you see ‘em coming slow.”
Life comes at you fast, is what they say. As a parent, I can tell you that’s true. Before Nathanael
was born, people would say time is going to fly. I never doubted them, but I also didn’t realize
how right they were until I experienced it. At my best, I’ve paid attention to the wisdom more experienced parents and grandparents have shared with me, trusting the thing they say and the
ones who said it.
Proverbs is full of wisdom, and if we’re paying attention and trusting enough, it is wisdom that
will help us see things coming slow, so we can live wisely in a world that’s always moving fast.
It seems like the world is always moving fast, and change keeps coming. That feels especially
true right now. That’s one reason why I’m spending the month of September preaching from
Proverbs, exploring its practical wisdom and ways we can apply it to our lives.
Of course, a little bit of time on Sunday mornings isn’t enough. This month’s newsletter includes
a calendar of readings that takes you all the way through Proverbs with 1 chapter a day (except
for 1 day that will have 2 chapters). Billy Graham used to read a chapter from Proverbs every
day, meaning he read through all of Proverbs 12 times a year. Step into that rhythm just for the
month of September, and you’ll find out why that was such an important and life-giving practice
for him.
Before you sit down to read, you might consider saying a prayer like the one King Solomon said
(in 1 Kings 3): “O Lord, my God, I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in.
Give our servant an understanding mind to live wisely and to apply your wisdom to all my
ways.”
Now here’s one more thing: in Proverbs, we learn “iron sharpens iron” (27:17) and “whoever
walks with the wise becomes wise” (13:20). Learning the way of wisdom is not a solo venture. It
takes companions who also are walking the path.
(continued on Page 2)

(continued from Page 1)

Can you meet up with at least 1 other person, or 3-4, every week in September to say that prayer,
and then ask each other these questions:


Based on the Proverbs we’ve read this week, what wisdom have you gained?



How are you applying that to your life?



Where else are you seeking wisdom right now?

And then close in prayer for one another.
Do you have 30 minutes for that? Grab a couple of friends. They don’t have to be church members.
Commit to reading Proverbs this month. Meet together in whatever way and time makes sense to
you. But seek God together.
Proverbs also teaches us, “Happy are those who find wisdom, and those who get understanding…
She is a tree of life to those who lay hold of her; those who hold her fast are called happy” (2:13,18).
Let’s seek God’s wisdom together, that way when life comes at us fast, we don’t keep swinging and
missing…we learn to live wisely.
Abiding with Christ,
Pastor Wil

PROVERBS HUDDLE
When you meet with your friend(s) consider using this as a guide to your time together:
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.
-Prov. 9:10
Opening Prayer: “O Lord, my God, I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. Give
our servant an understanding mind to live wisely and to apply your wisdom to all my ways.”
One at a time, respond to the questions below:


Based on the Proverbs we’ve read this week, what wisdom have you gained?



How are you applying that to your life?



Where else are you seeking wisdom right now?

Commit to encourage one another in your application of Godly wisdom this week.
Close in prayer for one another.

7.27.21 COVID Guidance
Beginning Sunday, August 1, we are updating our Covid-19 protocols in keeping with
guidance issued by the CDC, NCDHHS, and our conference. These changes are because of the highly contagious Delta variant of the coronavirus which has resulted in
increased hospitalizations and deaths.
The well-being of our children, youth, and vulnerable populations still needs to be considered with love and care in all areas of our life together.
We encourage everyone to receive the Covid-19 vaccination, and respect the fact
that some cannot be vaccinated because of age or they are immunocompromised.
We encourage wearing masks at all indoor ministry activities, including worship.
To protect our children and young people, all students, volunteers, and staff will
wear a mask while indoors.
Other reminders:
Stay home if you are sick, especially if you are displaying any symptoms of
COVID-19 or are unvaccinated and have been around someone with COVID19...get tested.
Online worship is still an option for if/when you choose to join in worship from
home.
Still not physically passing the peace, nor passing the offering plate. There is an
offering plate in the back of the sanctuary.
Why masks for fully vaccinated persons? While fully vaccinated persons are protected from the effects of the virus, it is still possible for them to contract and transmit
the virus. “Masking up” is about protecting one another, especially our children, youth,
and those who are most vulnerable among us.
What does the Bible have to say about masks and vaccinations? Preventative
health care looked very different 2000 years ago, so we don’t find 1:1 correlations to
today’s situation. But here are a few stories and passages to consider:
The healing of Naaman (2 Kings 5) – Naaman, an important and proud commander, was asked to perform a simple, humble action in order to be healed:
washing in the Jordan River. Consider the simple, humble actions asked of us in
order to protect ourselves and others from illness.
2:3-4 – “Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others.”
Philippians

Following worship on
Sunday, August 15th,
many of us witnessed a
beautiful and heartwarming expression of
the love of a child for
her God when Alaina
Palmer asked Pastor
Wil to help her remember her baptism by reenacting it on the bank
of the Hiwassee River.
Alaina even helped create her gown for this
special remembrance!

Cobby and Diane
could use some help
to do upkeep on the
front flowerbeds of
the church. If you
are interested in
doing a little yard
work, please contact them.

Even though the local UMAR home has closed, the mission team and members of our church
will continue to support the UMAR organization through donations. We have two residents
living in our area! We can help support them through our visits, prayers, and acts of kindness.

Zoe Sunday 9/19
On September 19, we will be celebrating Zoe Sunday. For the
last three years we have been sponsoring a group of young
people in Liberia, who have grown from desperate poverty to
a self-sustainability, from being an outcast to being a valued
member of their community group, from being orphaned to
knowing they are a child of God. They are graduating soon from the 3-year Zoe Empowers program.
Earlier in the summer, members of our Missions Committee got to meet our group via video-call.
It was an amazing experience to get to hear from them, and celebrate what God is doing in their lives.
On 9/19, we’ll get to watch some videos from our group, so you can get to meet them too, AND, we’ll try to
record a short video of ourselves that we can send to them, telling them how proud we are of them, and giving them our blessing.

This page and the next list Growing Young ideas from the Administrative Council’s July retreat.
They are listed here to encourage conversation and participation by this Body of Christ, to draw
us closer together, and to help us to “grow young”. Do you see an area where you would like to
serve? Do you have other ideas on how to grow young? Answer God’s call and contact either
Pastor Wil (pastor@murphyfirstumc.org) or Kathryn Jenkins (rkjenkins33@gmail.com).
Take Jesus’ Message Seriously


Model Jesus…



Let your actions speak for your beliefs. Jesus taught Love and Acceptance…Love God and Love His
Children



Introduce youth to fasting



Sharing of the Eucharist; Serving the Eucharist



Scale Up Messaging … videos, stories, why do we do this? why do we believe this? Learn elements of
worship, missions, sacraments, rituals of/in worship.



Prayer counseling services; referral (hot line), non-judgmental compassion



One on One/Small Group Disciple Meeting, 1:1 or 5:1



Share testimonies and teach creed



Emphasis on Jesus and His message; the Bible nor the Word ever changes – but we need to understand
what it means to the young.

Unlock Keychain Leadership


Engage young people in UMW circles; let them be in charge of events like White Tag Sale and Breakfast
With Santa



Give young people opportunities to lead and contribute



Participate in church ministries locally & globally



Include a youth representative on every committee



Connect youth to community-based projects and mission trips



Identify keys to give youth



Meet up with high school seniors and give them keys



Do a time inventory and plan for time for relational inventory



Connect with families of young folks by attending a game or inviting them to dinner, etc., make time for
youth and young families



Trust older youth to lead younger youth.

Fuel a Warm Community


Prayer Partners – expand the concept, not
anonymous but pray and know each other



VBS – continue VBS and encourage intergenerational participation. Celebrate milestones, i.e.,
birthday month, confirmation, baptism, and
graduation



Reach out and include, UMW reaching out to Mt.
Zion women to find common ground



Keep communication vibrant at church, in person, let all people see you as someone more
than a person in a pew.



Multi-generational activities; redirect budget to
facilitate warmth whenever possible



Adopt grandparents



Listen to the young people…what do they want
to see in their community?

Be the Best Neighbors


Listen to young people without judgment; engage
and have open dialogue about difficult topics with
grace.



Attend sporting events or any event to show care
outside of church.



Serve together in the community.



More travel opportunities; more mission trips!



Survey young people and young families to find
out what they want; “relational rhythm” to support
parents; parents’ night out 1 Saturday a month.



Be more visible at town events (Art Walk, etc.)



Offer programming that meets community needs.



Invite the community to church whenever possible.

Prioritize Young People and Young Families


Include youth and emerging adults on committees.



Train the youth with music/musicians



Assign “buddies” for new visitors/families.



Involve youth every Sunday in worship; attend picnics and functions where youth are involved.



Support graduates; help make relationships/introduce to Christian groups at universities/places where
graduates attend.



Utilize their talents and abilities; they are willing to share; find out their talents.



Support ALPHA, continue VBS, programs like MOPS – Mothers of Preschoolers.

Empathize with Today’s Young People


Get curious with young people; share our experiences when we were young; remember and tell our stories… “When I was young…” Share stories on relevant, relatable topics. Times change but human emotion/experience doesn’t. Research, listen and speak about mental health.



Provide a time for deep conversation. Maybe a “Topic of the month” for youth.



Financial training for youth/young adults.



Coffee/juice hour before or after church for fellowship with young and other members. Know the names
of the youth; young people as greeters; have youth in ALPHA introduce themselves in worship and
maybe what they enjoy (sports, music, writing, etc.)



Intergenerational ministry activities



Change the way you see the youth; don’t need a cool program, just acceptance.



Every kid is different … listen, share and don’t judge.



Hold rap sessions of all ages.



Survey youth/ALPHA/young families for insights.



Support marriage retreats

Growing Young Prayer Partners
To be a prayer partner for one of our youth is to be like
their “armor bearer,” helping them put on the “full armor of God.” We need adults who will commit to being a
prayer partner for each one of our youth during this
school year.
After being paired up, you and your partner will meet and get to know one another.
Then you’ll pray for them throughout the year.
There may be other ways you can bless them by showing up for athletic, artistic, or
life events, or through organized meet-ups through the church. The most important
thing is that they have you as a positive, prayerful Christian influence in their lives.
If you want to sign up, reach out to Kathryn Jenkins at rkjenkins330@gmail.com.

for submitting information for the
October edition
of the newsletter!
Monday, September 27, 2021

Keep the following in your
thoughts and prayers:
Ruth Vespasian; Emelene Crouch; Bob & Theresa
Smith’s son Scott Adams; Jamye Christy; Mary Hettinger; Tony Licata; Matt Licata; Bob Smith; the elderly; Becky McCarley; family of Ricky Jinnette; Luke;
Steve Parsons; healthcare workers; Darla Bessetti;
Rick Ramsey; the family of Gene Clayton; the family
of Ron Barnett; Jay Jenkins; Lydia & Sophia McNabb; young adults returning to college; Davis
Jones; the family of Carl K.; Sue McClure; the family of Ron O’Neil; those in Haiti & Afghanistan; those in flood areas; Jim Hubbard & family; Nancy Hartsock.
If you have specific prayer needs, fill out and submit a blue Prayer Request Card, or call the
church office or pastor (828-837-2718), or email the Prayer Team at: prayfumc@gmail.com, or
text Karen Crump, Admin. Assistant, at 828-361-4504.

09/01—Tim & Lori Nicholson
09/02—John & Debbie Bruce
09/03—Davis & Amanda Bryant,
Tom & Jane Payne
09/04—Flip & Karen Watson
09/08—John III & Rachel Snow
09/11—Mark & Dottie Kimball
09/19—Jim & Sheila Jordan
09/30—Patrick & Elaine Svitil

The Greeting Card Ministry is meeting again! Our
September session is scheduled for 9am on Tuesday,
Sept. 21st. For questions on
the card ministry, call or email Sharon
Francis, 828-644-1105
or sharonk1017@gmail.com.

09/02—John Bruce
09/04—Nora Posey, Lynda Potter,
Brian Reid
09/05—Bill Hughes
09/07—Janie Forrister, Marji Hill
09/08—Marvin Perkins
09/09—Pam Messenger, Diane Sims
09/12—Sharon Hotchkiss, Emma Laney
09/13—Martha Palmer’s 90th!,
Nadia Svitil
09/14—Alaina Palmer
09/15—Matt White
09/17—Cora Edwards, Steve Smith,
Michael Thompson
09/19—Janet Henning-Hoggard
09/22—Nancy Carr, Duncan Sumpter
09/23—Patrick Hopkins
09/24—Nancy Cate
09/27—Dottie Wershing
09/28—Dan Stroup
09/29—Debbie Alringer, Andrew White

Joyful Stitchers
Our next Prayer Shawl Blessing will be Sunday, September 12th. If you have
shawls that you would like to donate, you can bring them by the church office
or bring them to the church Sunday morning September 12th. These newlyblessed shawls, throws, and baby blankets will then become available by request. If you would like to request a shawl, you can call Karen Crump at 828361-4504 or email at kcrump629@gmail.com. You can also call the Church
office at 828-837-2718 to make a request for anyone in need.

WHITE TAG SALE—POSTPONED
(again)
Unfortunately, the rise in local COVID cases has forced us to postpone our annual
White Tag Sale for the second year. And we have collected so many items that
we currently cannot accept additional donations. In order to try to generate some
money for our ministries and to decrease our inventory, we will be attempting to
offer items for sale on Facebook in the coming weeks.

Thank you for the prayers and concern
during Diane's surgery and recovery.
The "food angels" kept us well supplied.
- Cobby and Diane Barfield

Men, join Pastor Wil for a 90-day spiritual exercise
called Exodus90, starting this month. This isn’t your
grandfather’s weekly meet-up for coffee and a sausage
biscuit at Hardee's. It’s 90 days of drawing closer to
Jesus through prayer, saying no to attachments
through sacrifice, and depending on the strength of
genuine brotherhood. Read more about it by checking
out www.exodus90.com. The cost is $30. If you’re interested and want to know more, reach out to Pastor Wil: (386)-647-6181.
Parents, beginning on Sunday, Sept. 12th, we will be
restarting our Children’s Sunday School Class at
10am every Sunday morning in the room next to the
Nursery! Bring the kiddos then head upstairs to the
3rd floor for Pastor Wil’s Adult Class held at the
same time. Please let us know if you plan to attend.

Watch each Sunday’s service live on our
YouTube Channel

Trustee on Call for September:
Freddy Lochaby (828) 226-2900

***CHOIR MEMBERS NEEDED***
The Chancel Choir starts back in full swing in September at
6:15pm, but we are in need of anyone who sings tenor or bass.
If you have ever thought about making a joyful noise, now is
the time (watch the bulletins for specific start date)!
Wesley Ringers, weekly hand bell rehearsals begin this month on September 8th
at 5pm in the sanctuary.
Joy Ringers, keep on the lookout for word about returning to rehearsals and performing in our local nursing homes. Anyone interested in joining the
group, please let us know!
If you have any questions or want to know how to get involved in music at Murphy
First, just contact Suzanne West, Music Director, at 828-557-7926 or music@murphyfirstumc.org.

FUMC KAYAKING & HIKING GROUP
The Hiking Kayaking Group recently had a marvelous time in
the Hiwassee River. Our river guide was Gary " Evinrude"
Crump. He did a marvelous job keeping us together. Cobby
and Diane have tried out some trails to hike. More hikes coming soon. Please join us! Contact Cobby Barfield at
cobbyb@yahoo.com to be put on our email group list or join
our Facebook group. We would love to have you.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/263176598339074

In September, FLOWERS will be provided
for worship by:
September 5—Barbara Hughes
September 12—Sue Parker
September 19-Noah Woods
September 26-Esther Manchester
To reserve a Sunday in 2021 to provide altar
flowers, call Sheila Snow at 828-361-6009.

Our heartfelt sympathy and prayers for. . .


If you would like to reserve a Sunday in 2021
to provide altar flowers,
please call Sheila Snow
at 828-361-6009.

The family and friends of Gene Clayton.

Pastor Wil Posey
pastor@murphyfirstumc.org
Music—Suzanne West
music@murphyfirstumc.org
Karen Crump—Admin Asst
admin@murphyfirstumc.org
Youth—Davis Bryant
youth@murphyfirstumc.org

Alpha has kicked its season back off again. We had a great time at our Alpha back-to-school
bash!!! The kids really appreciated everything that everyone did to bring this day together.
All the prayers are greatly appreciated, even more so in the times we are in. Alpha will be
meeting every Sunday from 3:00 to 5:00; we will be studying the Book of Proverbs for the
next few months. We also plan on being outside a lot when we meet. We have a group of
Middle and High Schoolers so please be in prayer for them. Thank you for all you do!
For specific information and more details on ALPHA, please contact Davis Bryant, our Youth
Director, at 828-361-0254 or youth@murphyfirstumc.org.

Next year, 2022, as many of you are aware, Murphy First United Methodist Church will be celebrating one hundred years in it’s present location.
The History Committee will be featuring different aspects of our history
throughout the entire year, and we would like to give you a preview of
one thing in particular that we will be doing.
Methodists in these parts have always enjoyed coming together in fellowship around tables loaded with good food, so we are going to feature
some favorite recipes of members who are no longer with us, but whom
we will be remembering, honoring and celebrating for their contributions to us individually, and to the life of our church and our community. As much as we are able, we
want to present each recipe in the handwriting of the individual represented.
Mrs. Emily Cooper Davidson’s Bing-Sherry
Salad, copied from Murphy Garden Club
Cookbook, (printed around 1980, we think), is
presented here.
Ms. Emily, as most of us knew her, was the
church organist for a number of years and
when she wasn’t at the organ, she usually sat
on the right hand side of the church, about 3
rows down from near where Bill and Barbara
Hughes currently sit. I can almost see her
there, wrapped in her fox fur stole. Her husband, Jerry Davidson, unfortunately was killed
in an auto accident in 1959/60.
One Mother’s Day, the pastor wanted to honor
all the mothers beginning with the youngest
mother present and moving on to the oldest.
When he came to the category he thought Ms.
Emily fit into, she did not acknowledge her
age, so he inquired, “Ms. Emily, how old are
you?”. She gently answered, with a twinkle in her eye, “Well preacher, can you keep a
secret?“ Of course he assured her that he could, and then she said with a nod, “And so
can I.”
- submitted by Esther Manchester, History Committee

SCOUTING!!
CUB PACK 400 (Boys & Girls) & SCOUTING BSA TROOPS 400 (Boys) & 4400 (Girls)
Cub Pack 400 (Boys & Girls) has re-chartered for 2021.
Troops 400 & 4400 (Boys & Girls) are not presently re-chartered for 2021. It is our intention to rank up some A.O.L. Cubs soon and recruit boys and girls in 2021 to re-open
these units.
The NANTAHALA DISTRICT has merged with the CATALOOCHEE DISTRICT and we are
now the FALLING WATERS DISTRICT.
COVID-19 protocols are easing up. We will soon find a new normal. Our Cub Pack dens
are meeting now...as well as our Monthly Pack meeting.
FRIENDS OF SCOUTING BROCHURES (FOS) for 2021 are now available on the communications wall of the Education Building. This is funding for our Falling Waters District and District Executive. PLEASE MAKE AN ANNUAL
FINANCIAL COMMITMENT TO THE SCOUTS. Make your check payable to the Daniel Boone Council BSA.
JUST SEND CHECK TO:
OR FOR CREDIT CARDS:
DANIEL BOONE COUNCIL BSA
DANIEL BOONE COUNCIL BSA
333 WEST HAYWOOD STREET
828-254-6189—Kim Stuart
ASHEVILLE, NC 28801
kimberly.stuart@scouting.org
PLEASE MENTION UNIT P400. THANK YOU!

BE READY TO BUY POPCORN. It is our primary fund raiser!!
STILL NEED A CUB MASTER - Pack 400 (boys & girls) - Our current Cub Master is covering. Need a male or female. (Talk to Dave Hotchkiss our Charter Organization Rep. (COR))
Here is the planned schedule:
PACK 400
— (09/10-12/21) - BALOO Training
— (09/17/21) - Pop Corn Sales Program Pick Up—Take Orders Begin
— (09/18/21) - Council Centennial Celebration (CDB)
— (09/21/21) - Pack Meeting. 6:30pm
— (10/02/21) - District Shooting Sports Day
— (10/07/21) - District & Roundtable Leadership Meeting (in person), 6:30pm, Sylva
— (10-21-21) - FALLING WATERS District/Commissioners Meeting (in person), 7pm
— (10/23-24/21) - Cub/Parent Weekend
— (10/25/21) - Popcorn sale ends
If you want to enroll a boy or girl in Scouting, please contact our Cub/Boy Scout Master, Josh Frentz: 941-2869827, dodgehemi1981@yahoo.com or Dave Hotchkiss: 828-644-3372, dahotch@brmemc.net, the Charter Organizational Representative (COR).

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME
& TALENTS

FINANCIALS:
Total Operating Budget for 2021: $344,678
Donations needed weekly: $6,628
As of July 31, 2021:
General Oper. Funds Received YTD:

$189,846.93

Designated Funds Received YTD:

$ 16,720.94

Total Oper. Funds Avail. thru 7/31/21:

$158,892.08

Total Desig. Funds on hand thru 7/31/21: $ 29,731.76
NOTE: (1) Copies of the monthly financial statements
are available in the church office for those who wish to
review them. (2) The financial figures reflect the basic
checking and savings funds of the church and do not
include any information on Trustee or Foundation funds.

We ask that you come to church on Sundays or continue to watch our Sunday
worship livestream platform and stay in
touch with your friends and family.
Lay Reader/Liturgist: various
Greeters: Livestream worship on YouTube
Announcements: various
Offering Prayer: Livestream worship
Pew Maintenance: N/A
Communion Preparation: Worship Comm.
Fellowship Lunch Host: N/A
Counters: 9/7-Karen Watson & Sheila
Snow; 9/14-Dottie Wershing & Sheila Snow;
9/21-Janie Forrister & Sheila Snow; 9/28Arlene Murphy & Sheila Snow
TRUSTEE On Call: Freddy Lochaby
(828-226-2900)
Communications Team: Sue Bell, Karen
Crump, Nancy Jo Willis

Adult Sunday School meets at 10am in Fellowship Hall led by Wally Avett.
Children’s Sunday School (beginning
09/12) meets at 10am next to the Nursery.
Pastor’s Parents’ Sunday School
(beginning 09/12) meets at 10am in a
classroom on the 3rd floor.

Find us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/fumcmurphy .

Find ALPHA on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/FUMCalpha/

We are searching for someone to join the Communications Team and
help us with the church’s social media presence. If you think you
might be interested and like doing this sort of thing, please contact
Pastor Wil or Sue Bell or Nancy Jo Willis from the Communications
Committee. Thanks!

Our verse for this year is from Matthew:
“In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father
in heaven.” Matthew 5:16

The Willing Workers’ met on August 9th. It was so good to see
everyone. The tables were full of
book bags that were donated for
our Murphy High School Students and shoes and clothing for the Murphy Elementary School students that were purchased by the circle. A special thanks
to Dottie Wershing and her niece who donated hats, scarves and coats for the
Homeless Shelter. Due to the postponement of the White Tag Sale we will
have our regular meeting on September 13th at 6:30pm in the Fellowship
Hall. We have two years’ worth of items and are exploring ways to sell some of
these items on-line and/or by appointment. We will discuss these options at the
next meeting. If you have a need or are aware of a need within our group,
please reach out to Karen Watson (828-361-9520) or Karen Crump (828-3614504).

Willing Workers Circle

The Helping Hands UMW Circle will meet again on Tuesday, September 21st in the
Fellowship Hall. The Greeting
Card Ministry will meet at 9:00 am, followed by fellowship at 9:45am and the business meeting will
begin at 10:00 am. All women in our church and our community are invited to join us!

Helping Hands Circle

Stay in touch and stay connected! Any questions, call Nancy Jo Willis (850-428-3636). Thanks and
God Bless!

A MESSAGE FROM THE UNITED
METHODIST WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP TEAM:
We hope that many of you were able to join us in person or via live
stream for our United Methodist Women’s Sunday service on August 29th. It was an opportunity for some of our Murphy First UMW
ladies to participate in and help lead the worship service. UMW is
all about service. Our members nurture one another in community and support U.S. and international
projects and partners improving the lives of women, children and youth with their prayers, volunteer
and advocacy efforts, and financial gifts. Everyone can contribute in some way or another, and it all
matters. We are a team, working and communing together, for the betterment of others. Our motto:
Faith, Hope, Love in Action.

The mission trip is scheduled for October 14-17,2021.
We currently have a full complement but if you are interested in
participating, please contact Marji Hill at 828-371-5520 to add
your name to our list in the event that spaces open up between
now and October.

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

29 UMW Sunday

30

31
1pm Food Pantry

01 Prov. 1

02 Prov. 2
4pm MMS Volleyball
6pm MHS Volleyball

03 Prov. 3
1pm Food Pantry (Drive Thru)
7:30pm MHS
Football

04 Prov. 4

08 Prov. 8

09 Prov. 9
4pm MMS Volleyball
6pm MHS Volleyball
6pm MMS Football

10 Prov. 10
1pm Food Pantry (Drive Thru)
7:30pm MHS
Football

11 Prov. 11

16 Prov. 16
6pm Cub Scouts
4pm MMS Volleyball
6pm MHS Volleyball

17 Prov. 17
1pm Food Pantry (Drive Thru)
7:30pm MHS
Football

18 Prov. 18

23 Prov. 23
5pm Sharing Center Volunteer Appreciation Dinner

24 Prov. 24
1pm Food Pantry (Drive Thru)

25 Prov.

30 Prov. 31
4pm MMS Volleyball
6pm MHS Volleyball
6pm MMS Football

01
1pm Food Pantry (Drive Thru)

02

10am Adult SS
10:55am Worship
11am Children's SS
3pm ALPHA
05 Prov. 5

1:15pm Book Study on
“Bad Girls of the Bible”
06 LABOR DAY

Communion Sunday Prov. 6
10am Adult SS
10:55am Worship
11am Children's SS
3pm ALPHA

07 Prov. 7
1pm Food Pantry

5pm Wesley
1:15pm Book Study Ringers
on “Bad Girls of the 6:15pm Choir?
Bible”
6pm Cub Scouts
4pm MMS Volleyball
5pm VRR?
6pm MHS Volleyball

12 Prov. 12

13 Prov. 13

14 Prov. 14
1pm Food Pantry

10am Sunday
School Classes
10:55am Worship
11am Prayer Shawl
Blessing
3pm ALPHA

6:30pm Willing
Workers UMW

19 Prov. 19

20 Prov. 20

21 Prov. 21

ZOE Sunday
10am Sunday
School Classes
10:55am Worship
3pm ALPHA

5:30pm Admin
Council

9am Greeting Card
Ministry
10am Helping
Hands UMW

15 Prov. 15

5pm Wesley
1:15pm Book Study Ringers
on “Bad Girls of the 6:15pm Choir?
Bible”
5pm VRR?
6pm Cub Scouts

4pm MMS Boys
Soccer

1pm Food Pantry

22 Prov. 22
4pm MMS Boys
Soccer

5pm Wesley
Ringers
6:15pm Choir?

25&26
8am MHS
Cross Country Meet

1:15pm Book Study 6pm Cub Scouts
on “Bad Girls of the
Bible”
5pm VRR?
26 Prov. 27

10am Sunday
School Classes
10:55am Worship
3pm ALPHA

27 Prov. 28

October
Newsltr Deadline

4pm MMS Volleyball
6pm MHS Volleyball
6pm Cub Scouts

28 Prov. 29
1pm Food Pantry

29 Prov. 30

5pm Wesley
1:15pm Book Study Ringers
on “Bad Girls of the 6:15pm Choir?
Bible”
5pm VRR?
6pm MHS Volleyball

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
OF MURPHY
P. O. Box 86 (73 Valley River Avenue)
Murphy, NC 28906

TO:

STAFF:
Tracy & Lauren Allen, Custodians
Davis Bryant, Youth Director
youth@murphyfirstumc.org
Rev. Wil Posey, Pastor
pastor@murphyfirstumc.org
Noah Dellinger, Pastoral Intern
noah.dellinger@duke.edu
Karen Crump, Admin. Assistant
admin@murphyfirstumc.org
Nikki Washburn, Nursery Director
Suzanne West, Director of Music
music@murphyfirstumc.org

OFFICE HOURS:
The church office is now officially open Mondays thru
Thursdays from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.
If you wish to speak with a member of our church
staff, please call the church office at 828-837-2718 and
leave a message, or call the desired individual on their
cell phone.

The mission of First United Methodist Church is to grow disciples who know God personally,
pray daily, celebrate worship, serve others, and reach out in witness.

