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First United Methodist Church of Murphy
P. O. Box 86 (73 Valley River Avenue)
Murphy, NC 28906
Phone:

(828) 837-2718 (Office)
(828) 837-9735 (Fax)
Email: admin@murphyfirstumc.org
Website: www.murphyfirstumc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/fumcmurphy/

OPEN HEARTS...OPEN MINDS…
OPEN DOORS
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Dear First Murphy,
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This year, we’re spending time with some of the non-nativity people in the story—that is,
Elizabeth, Zechariah, and John. We read their stories in Luke 1 and 3. They’re the extended family of Jesus—the in-laws, and the outlaw—who come to us with surprising invitations during this Advent season.
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Every year when we come to Advent, it is easy to focus our attention on the Holy Family
and the other folks who make it to the nativity scene. We spotlight the “usual suspects”:
Mary, Joseph, shepherds, and, of course, Jesus.

This is a season of invitations, after all. Usually in the form of invitations to parties, recitals, parades or special events, to spend Christmas at someone’s home, to worship. This
is a time of year that invites us to generosity and hospitality, to singing carols and baking
all sorts of goodies.
The season also invites all sorts of headaches and heartaches: financial stress and worry, navigating complicated family situations, grief over the loss of someone we love,
temptations to relapse into an addiction.
In the midst of all that, the extended holy family of Jesus invites us into disciplines like
silence, solitude, perseverance, dutiful service, repentance, lament, hope, and hospitality.
Making time and space for those disciplines is tough. I know for lots of people December
feels like it’s gone before it ever even starts.
Wherever you are, right now, let me invite you to consider how you might stop and read
some of Luke 1. Listen for how God is calling you to open yourself to God’s surprising
presence. Make time for silence, or persevering prayer, or lament.
Those Advent invitations will make your Christmas celebrations even richer as together
we rejoice in God-with-us and long for God’s coming kingdom.
Abiding in Christ,
Pastor Wil

YEAR-END GIVING:
In order to make sure you get tax credit for any last minute donations to the church, please make sure
they are received in the church office no later than Tuesday, December 28th. Also, remember that we
offer Electronic Giving. Just go to the church website www.murphyfirstumc.org, click on “Donate” at the
top right-hand side and follow the prompts. You can use this for general giving or if you have a special/
designated donation, such as for the Harshaw Chapel, etc. Any questions, call Nancy Jo Willis, Treasurer (850-428-3636). Thanks for your continued generosity to our church family!

CHRISTMAS BOX
PROJECT
UPDATE
Our Goal: 50 students / $3,750

The United Methodist Men will
be manning a FREE S’Mores
and popcorn station in front of
the church before, during and
after the Murphy Town Christmas Parade on Saturday, Dec.
4th. Bring the kids and join the fun!

**ALPHA Luminaries**

To date $3,920 has been collected for the
Christmas Box project. This will enable us to
purchase Christmas for 52 students. We will
be accepting donations through December
5th and can help even more students! Thank
you for your generosity!!

If you would like to purchase
a luminary this year in honor
or memory of someone, you
can make a $5.00 donation
to the church by December 12th. We will place a
luminary for them on the steps of the sanctuary during the Christmas Eve Service. All donations will go to ALPHA.

Christmas
Poinsettias
If you would like to place a
poinsettia in the church in honor or in
memory of someone, please contact
the church office BEFORE Thursday,
Dec. 2nd. The cost of each poinsettia
is $8.00

Harshaw Chapel
As we come to the end of 2021, we hope you might consider
a year-end gift to support the restoration of the Harshaw
Chapel. In 2022, we hope to take significant steps toward having the roof restored. We would love to be able to safely have people
inside the Chapel as part of our church’s 100th celebration next year.

*** The UMW Willing Workers and Helping Hands Circles
need your help during Christmas ***
If you are able to assist in any of these activities please call the church office.
Dec. 2nd—Shopping for our Students
Meet at Wal-Mart at 9:30am (Beauty Shop Side) We will come back to the
church and have pizza and wrap the gifts that are purchased.
Dec. 3rd—Decorating for “Memories with Santa”
3pm in Fellowship Hall.
December 4th—Memories with Santa”
We have various activities you can help with. 8am in Fellowship Hall.

* * * OFFICE VOLUNTEERS * * *
We need volunteers to answer
the phones each week from
Tuesday through Thursday from
9:00-12:30 and help with counting the offering on Tuesday
mornings around 9:30. Please
call the church office at 828-837
-2718 or send an email to admin@murphyfirstumc.org to add your name to the
rotation. Thank you!

WE NEED YOUR HELP!!!
The church is required to report a
variety of statistics to our district
every January, and in order to do
this, we must know the full birth
dates for everyone aged 30 and under. So if you were born in 1990 or
later, please call or send an email to
Karen Crump in the office and provide your birth date for our records.
Call 828-837-2718 or email Karen at
admin@murphyfirstumcorg.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
AND NURSERY HELPERS
Folks, we need help on Sunday mornings with volunteers to teach children’s Sunday school and to help in
the nursery. If you are willing to help
out on a rotating basis, please contact
Nikki Washburn at nwashburn11@frontier.com or Mary Robertson at
marylou3725@gmail.com. Thank you!

Serving in
Worship
If you are interested in
serving as a Liturgist,
Crucifer or Acolyte (age
7+), please contact
Kathryn Jenkins at (404)
395-2390 or
rkjenkins330@gmail.com

2021 Alternative
Christmas Program
Here is a new opportunity to change the way we celebrate Christmas. Rather than engaging in the
“consumerism” of the holidays, you can give the gift
of a donation to a vetted nonprofit to the friends and
family on your shopping list. At the same time, they
are educated about outreach programs that serve the
less fortunate.
All of the projects on our list have been chosen because they align with the passions and the values of
our church members and because they are highly
trusted, so your philanthropic decision-making is a
little bit easier.
Choose a nonprofit that you know the person on your gift list would be proud of supporting. Give to one of the Alternative Christmas mission projects in the name of this
person and send them one of the supplied cards that indicates how their gift is helping
others. These gift cards are available at the display table.
Supporting the following missions and charities:
Local
Reach
Murphy Shelter (aka Hurlburt Johnson Friendship House)
Big Brothers/Big Sisters
Cherokee County Sharing Center
HAVEN Children’s Advocacy Center
Valley River Humane Society
Regional
Hinton Rural Life Center- Safe and Healthy Homes Program
International
ZOE Ministry
Project Agape
Our first Alternative Christmas program will be held December 5 and December 12,
following worship. In Alternative Christmas gift giving you remember the true meaning
of Christ’s birth. For questions, contact Marji Hill at mt_bishir@yahoo.com.

Silence—Advent Book Study
There’s still time to join us for our Advent devotional book group, Silence and Other
Surprising Invitations of Advent. As the author says, “We walk alongside men and
women like Zechariah, Elizabeth, and Mary who were familiar with intimate encounters with God that startled them into silence, awed them into seclusion, and inspired
them to praise and thanksgiving.”
Group meets Tuesday afternoons at 2pm. Contact Pastor Wil, pastor@murphyfirstumc.org, for more info on joining in the group. Books are available in the church
office.

* * * Service of Hope, 12/15 at 6pm * * *
While for many, this is a season of bright lights and good cheer; for others, it also is a time of sadness, despair, and struggle. Losses become all the more acute and painful—whether that is a loss
of someone you love, a job, a relationship, a hope. The recovery community calls this the “season
for the reason,” meaning this season, with all its stressors, is often the reason for relapse into addiction.
On Wednesday, December 15 at 6pm we are hosting a Service of Hope. This is a space where we
can be honest with God and each other about our sadness, despair, and struggle. And a space
where God meets us with tender love, hope, and healing mercy.
Maybe this is a service that’s just for you. Or maybe it is for a friend…someone you might come to
the service with, as an expression of friendship and solidarity.
We invite you to come and step into this holy space as together we wait and long for the “light
from on high” to dawn upon us.

The bells will be ringing again in worship during
Advent as the Wesley Ringers have returned to
weekly rehearsals in anticipation of playing on
selected Advent Sundays and for Christmas Eve!
The children will bless us with a special pageant on Sunday, December
19th. You won’t want to miss this, so be sure to join us!
If you have any questions or want to know how to get involved in music at Murphy First,
just contact Suzanne West, Music Director, at 828-557-7926 or
music@murphyfirstumc.org.

During December, we’re looking to celebrate Christmas every way we know how, including
caroling, service, and other festivities.
If you would like to purchase a luminary that will go in front of the sanctuary on Christmas
Eve—in memory or honor of one you love—please reach out to the church office. Suggested
donation of $5. Funds are used to support Alpha ministry throughout the year.
We hope to resume feeding Alpha at our weekly gatherings, following the most up-to-date
covid guidelines. If you are interested in preparing a meal for Alpha, please reach out to Lea
Posey (leajsposey@gmail.com).
If you want to know more about what Alpha is up to, please reach out to Pastor Wil
(pastor@murphyfirstumc.org) or Allison Laney (alaney@tricountycc.edu).

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY
We had a great time making Chrismons on 11/21, and look forward to a month of great opportunities for children and families to get involved in the Christmas story. We’ll be joining up
with ALPHA and others from FUMC to go caroling on 12/12. Then on 12/19, our kids will take
the lead in a Children’s Christmas Special program in worship at 11am. This is a service you
won’t want to miss!
Every Sunday we have Sunday school and music at 10am in the Education Building, and we’re
so thankful for the teachers, leaders, and volunteers who make that happen. We would love to have more
adults in the rotation as teachers and volunteers (in the nursery and in Sunday school). If you’d like to join in
the fun, please reach out to Mary Robertson (marylou3725@gmail.com) or Nikki Washburn
(nwashburn11@frontier.com). Be on the look out for a Safe Sanctuary training in early 2022.
***Involvement with children’s ministries requires a clear background check and completing safe sanctuary
training.

Cornerstone
2022 is our “Cornerstone” year at FUMC. In May 1922, the cornerstone for our current sanctuary was
laid, right here in the heart of Murphy. On May 22, 2022 we’re celebrating 100 years since the cornerstone of this sanctuary was laid. You’ll be hearing a lot more from the History Committee on that celebration and other exciting events throughout the year.
In preaching and Bible studies, I will spend the year playing with the metaphor of “cornerstone”—namely,
how Christ is our cornerstone (Eph. 2:20, Luke 20:17).
My vision for 2022 is that in our Cornerstone year, we lean in to the basics of our faith, both as a matter
of discipleship and as a way of discerning how our 100th year is a springboard into our 101st . I believe
we as a congregation are poised for and have the heart to make a big difference in the lives of our neighbors. Wouldn’t it be powerful if, on 5/22/22, we were able to unveil a plan (or at least an intention) for
how we sense God is calling us to a next level of extravagantly generous and daring ministry?!
And I am calling on us to lean into these 3 priorities: Growing in Faith, Going in Service, and Engaging in
Worship. Those three callings come directly out of what we learned and heard as critically important
through Growing Young. And if we lean into those basics—searching Scripture and praying together,
serving together, and really engaging in (not just coming to) worship—then I believe we will find increasing clarity on who God is calling us to be at the start of our second centennial, and will receive power
from God’s Spirit to “turn the world upside down,” as Acts says.

As a reminder, anyone or
any group needing to use
any of the spaces in the
Sanctuary or the Education
Building must notify the
church office by email
(admin@murphyfirstumc.org) or by phone
(828-837-2718) in advance. It is important that any building use is scheduled
on the church calendar. Thanks so much for
helping us keep the calendar and the cleaning crew updated.

On the cusp of our centennial celebration,
our church is asking members and friends
to bring in photos of the building and its
congregation throughout the last century.
We also need names and contact information on anyone you know who would
enjoy joining us for our centennial celebration. There is a basket in the narthex for
names or you may contact Lori Nicholson at 828-3604899 or Charlene Smith at 828-361-1519.

The Greeting Card Ministry will
meet in Fellowship Hall at 10am on
Tuesday, Dec. 14th. For questions on the card ministry, call
or email Sharon Francis, 828644-1105
or sharonk1017@gmail.com.

for submitting information for the
January edition
of the newsletter!
Monday, December 27, 2021

The following four Advent Wreath Litanies are written by Rev. Anna Blaedel © enfleshed 2018.
(Reprinted from the November/December 2021 issue of Response magazine.)
Week 1: HOPE
We come to know you, Holy One, as Wisdom incarnate, as Flickering Flame, as Spirit of Life, as Hope, Peace, Joy and Love,
Enfleshed. You come to us as the Stranger, and the Strange. Often we do not recognize you. Often, we turn away from your
gifts and your demands. Yet you come to us in Wilderness, in the Impossible Made Possible, in Silence and Singing and Sighs
Too Deep for Words. You abhor dominance, mastery, fear, and control. You are made known to us in Vulnerability, and Courage, and Divesting from the Powers of Empire. We come to you this Advent in need, with longing, in pain, captive to fear,
desiring a more just world, a more livable life for all of us, for the earth, for every living thing caught and held in this inescapable network of mutual interdependence we call this one wild and precious Life. We long for you. We long for healing. We
long for liberation. We long for different systems and patterns of relating.
And so, this Advent, we pause. We breathe. We pray. We dig deep. We reach out. We rise up. We remember. We vision. We
sit with the pain. We stay with the trouble. We wait, expectant. We light candles. We labor. We open to You and to one another and to the Sacred Mystery that is Emmanuel, God-With-Us, Love Incarnate, Divinity Enfleshed.
The Hope of God-With-Us does not come as guaranteed outcome, or predetermined plan, or promise of a happy ending.
Hope cannot be imposed from on high. Hope cannot be commanded. The Hope of God-With-Us is courageous, risky, unfolding indeterminate. The Hope of God-With-Us is collective, liberating us from deadly complacency. Hope is gestating in darkness; it comes unexpectedly. Hope invited our expectation and demands our participation. Prepare the way, for hope with
courage. May Hope be birthed among, within and through us this Advent. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel …
Week 2: PEACE
And so, this Advent, we pause. We breathe. We pray. We dig deep. We reach out. We rise up. We remember. We vision. We
sit with the pain. We stay with the trouble. We wait, expectant. We light candles. We labor. We open to You and to one another and to the Sacred Mystery that is Emmanuel, God-With-Us, Love Incarnate, Divinity Enfleshed.
The Peace of God-With-Us does not come as law and order, or enforcement and control. Peace cannot be imposed from on
high. Peace cannot be commanded. The Peace of God-With-Us is chaotic, wild, unruly, unpredictable. The Peace of God-With
-Us is collective, liberating us from deadly complicity. Peace is gestating in darkness; it come unexpectedly. Peace invites our
expectation and demands our participation. Prepare the way, for peace with justice. May Peace be birthed among, within,
and through us, this Advent. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel …
Week 3: JOY
And so, this Advent, we pause. We breathe. We pray. We dig deep. We reach out. We rise up. We remember. We vision. We
sit with the pain. We stay with the trouble. We wait, expectant. We light candles. We labor. We open to You and to one another and to the Sacred Mystery that is Emmanuel, God-With-Us, Love Incarnate, Divinity Enfleshed.
The Joy of God-With-Us does not come as naïve optimism, or surface level feel-good-ness. Joy cannot be imposed from on
high. Joy cannot be commanded. The Joy of God-With-Us is mingled with grief, exists side by side with mourning, knows that
pain and death are all too real, but do not have the final word. This joy tends tenderly to beauty, and softness, and the gladness that comes from paying attention to what matters. The Joy of God-With-Us is collective, liberating us from deadly despair. Joy is gestating in darkness; it comes unexpectedly. Joy invites our expectation and demands our participation. Prepare
the way, for joy with sorrow. May Joy be birthed among, within, and through us, this Advent. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel …
Week 4: LOVE
And so, this Advent, we pause. We breathe. We pray. We dig deep. We reach out. We rise up. We remember. We vision. We
sit with the pain. We stay with the trouble. We wait, expectant. We light candles. We labor. We open to you and to one another and to the Sacred Mystery that is Emmanuel, God-With-Us, Love Incarnate, Divinity Enfleshed.
The Love of God-With-Us does not come as mere feeling, or sentimental fluff. Love cannot be imposed from on high. Love is
our greatest commandment – tending tenderly to God, to other and to self. The Love of God-With-Us is love in action, radical
love practices: redistribution of resources and risks, solidarity with those most exposed to threat, hospitality to caravans, refugees, migrants, and sojourners, caring for those we’ve been taught to despise or fear. This love is fierce and tender. It defies
unjust rules and flattens hierarchies of value. The Love of God-With-Us is collective, liberating us from deadly alienation. Love
is gestating in darkness; it comes unexpectedly. Love invites our expectation and demands our participation. Prepare the
way, for love Enfleshed. May Love be birthed among, within, and through us tis Advent. O Come, O Come, Emmanuel …
——God’s Blessings on you this holiday season—from the FUMC United Methodist Women’s Leadership Team

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENTS
We ask that you come to church on Sundays or continue to watch our Sunday worship
livestream platform and stay in touch with your friends and family.
Crucifer: various
Acolytes: various
Lay Reader/Liturgist: various
Greeters: various
Announcements: various
Offering Prayer: various
Pew Maintenance: N/A
Communion Preparation: Worship Committee
Fellowship Lunch Host: N/A
Counters: 12/7-Karen Watson & Janie Forrister; 12/14-Kathryn Jenkins & Karen Crump; 12/21-Dottie
Wershing & Anne Hymen; 12/28-Karen Watson & Karen Crump
December Office Volunteers: Marilyn Jones, Dottie Wershing, Kathryn Jenkins
TRUSTEE On Call: Tim Nicholson (828-557-8139)
Communications Team: Sue Bell, Karen Crump, Nancy Jo Willis

Inventory of Service Hours
As we are approaching the end of 2021, Administrative Council will begin looking at opportunities in the
community where the people and ministries of this church can make a difference. We are thankful to the
Missions Team who has communicated with several organizations to ask what needs they have and where
we can help and make a difference. We have heard back from some organizations and there are opportunities for ways to make a difference!!
How are we currently making a difference? There are many people doing many things now. It is important
to assess the number of hours we are currently giving by serving in any way with and for our church and in
the community.

To help us celebrate the many ways we are already making a difference through service, please consider in
terms of hours, what you are giving over the course of this past year. For example, (hypothetical scenario)
people who work with the Prayer Shawl Ministry or the Greeting Card Ministry might consider that they
meet twice a week for 3 hours which is roughly 24 hours/month x 12 months/year. Each member who
meets would report 288 hours.
Please give your total service hours for yourself or your committee for 2021 to Kathryn Jenkins @ 404-3952390 OR rkjenkins330@gmail.com. Thank you!

Watch each Sunday’s service
live on our YouTube Channel

FINANCIALS:
Total Operating Budget for 2021: $344,678
Donations needed weekly: $6,628
As of October 31, 2021:
General Oper. Funds Received YTD:

$267,615.44

Designated Funds Received YTD:

$ 23,750.13

Total Oper. Funds Avail. thru 10/31/21:

$158,607.41

Total Desig. Funds on hand thru 10/31/21: $33,044.00
NOTE: (1) Copies of the monthly financial statements
are available in the church office for those who wish to

As Lay Leader, I want to
commend the Church Leadership for keeping our
Church active and involved
in all aspects of our mission
goals. Our church sets the
standard for its giving!

review them. (2) The financial figures reflect the basic
checking and savings funds of the church and do not
include any information on Trustee or Foundation funds.

—-Cobby Barfield,
FUMC Lay Leader

If you would like to reserve a Sunday in 2022
to provide altar flowers,
please call the church
office or Sheila Snow at
828-361-6009.

Pastor Wil Posey
pastor@murphyfirstumc.org
Music—Suzanne West
music@murphyfirstumc.org
Karen Crump—Admin Asst
admin@murphyfirstumc.org

Keep the following in your
thoughts and prayers:
Ruth Vespasian; Emelene Crouch; Scott Adams; Jamye Christy; Mary Hettinger; Tony Licata; Matt Licata; Bob Smith; Davis Jones; Grace Nelson; Barbara Hughes; family of Carla
Owen; Harrell Barfield; Adrienne Brown; Heather Watson;
family of Marty Flynn; Grady McLeod (Maria McLeod’s guide
dog); Michael Stone’s Aunt Kathy who passed away; the family of Pat Bowman; the
family of Johanna Aplin; The family of Taylor & Anthony Merrill who lost their young
son, Harrison; welcome Lucy Catherine into the Malone & Robertson family; the family
of Patrick Iurilli;.
If you have specific prayer needs, fill out and submit a blue Prayer Request Card, or call the church
office or pastor (828-837-2718), or email the Prayer Team at: prayfumc@gmail.com, or text Karen
Crump, Admin. Assistant, at 828-361-4504.

12/02—Scott & Margaret Freel
12/03—Bob & Theresa Smith
12/11—Jerry & Pati Sims
12/15—James & Paywala Jallah
12/19—Wil & Lea Posey
12/25—Michael & Elizabeth Thompson
12/27—Richard & Dell Douglass;
Roland & Lynda Potter
12/30—Jack & Carmen Lance

Trustee on Call for December:
Tim Nicholson (828) 557-8139

Adult Sunday School meets at 10am in Fellowship Hall led by Wally Avett.
Children’s Sunday School meets at 10am
next to the Nursery.
Children’s Playground Church meets at
10am on the playground every 1st Sunday
of the month.
Pastor’s Parents’ Sunday School meets at
10am in a classroom on the 3rd floor.

12/01—Brian Leatherwood
12/03—Vic Yankouski
12/06—Ian Edwards
12/07—Ty & Cole Laney
12/11—Randy Vaughn
12/12—Michael Blackmon; Jack Lance;
John Snow III; Nancy Jo Willis;
Noah Woods
12/13—David Moore
12/14—Arlene Murphy
12/16—Grant Bryant; Emma Leatherwood
12/18—Roland Potter
12/19—Dona Adams; Drew Allen
12/20—Deanie Avett; Alex Martin
12/21—Jodi Alverson; Margaret Freel
12/22—Rick Alringer; Kevin Crouch;
Bill Dyer
12/23—Kayla Clonts
12/26—Chloe Nicholson
12/28—Eddie Allen
12/29—Terry Brown
12/30—Nikki Washburn
12/31—Grace Nelson; Gossett Gayle Snow

In December, we will use the
poinsettias provided to the church in
memory and in honor of loved ones.
To reserve a Sunday in 2022 to provide altar flowers, call Sheila Snow at
828-361-6009 or the church office.

Our verse for this year is from Ephesians:

“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children” Ephesians 5:1
Willing Workers’ met November
8th. We completed the plans for
“Memories with Santa” and other December activities. Karen Watson had
received a call from the Elementary
School with a request for shoes and sweatpants for students in need. She was able to purchase 12 pairs of various size
shoes for boys and 12 pairs of the same sizes for girls as well as 6 pair each (boys & girls) of sweatpants (2 in each size).
Thank you for your generosity and willingness to help our students. These items will go a long way in helping our students!
Willing Workers, with the assistance of Helping Hands, need your help during Christmas. If you can assist with any of
these activities, please let Karen Watson or Karen Crump know. You can also call the church office.

Willing Workers Circle

December 2nd—Shopping for our Students
Meet at Walmart 9:30am (Beauty Shop Side)
We will come back to the church and have pizza
and wrap the gifts that are purchased.
(Let us know if you plan to attend)
December 3rd—Decorating for “Memories with Santa”
3pm in Fellowship Hall
December 4th—"Memories with Santa”
8:30am – 11:00am
We have various activities you can help with.
We are continuing to collect for the Christmas Box project for our school children. To date we have raised $3,920 which
will buy Christmas for 52 students. We have exceeded our goal of 50 students and can help even more! We are taking
donations through December 5th. If you have a need or are aware of a need within our group, please reach out to Karen
Watson (828-361-9520) or Karen Crump (828-361-4504).

The Helping Hands UMW Circle will meet on Tuesday, December 14th in the Fellowship
Hall for their Christmas gathering. The Greeting Card Ministry will meet at 10:00am, and the luncheon will begin at 11:00 am. (Please Note the time changes!)
We will be collecting paper products and other helpful items for The Still Place and Reach in honor of
God’s gift of His Son at Christmas time. All women in our church and our community are invited to
join us!
Stay in touch, stay connected, stay safe and stay healthy! Any questions, call Nancy Jo Willis
(850-428-3636). Thanks and God Bless!

Helping Hands Circle

SCOUTING!!
CUB PACK 400 (Boys & Girls) & SCOUTING BSA TROOPS 400 (Boys) & 4400 (Girls)
CUB PACK 400 (Boys & Girls) WILL RE-CHARTER for 2022...if the UMC nationally approves.
BOY SCOUT TROOP 400 (Boys) and TROOP 4400 (Girls) WILL CHARTER for 2022...if the
UMC nationally approves.
For legal reasons, the United Methodist Church nationally has frozen the Scouting ministries charters at year end (12/31/21). No charters are to be issued for 2022 until a
church decision nationally has been reached by 03/31/22 to offer and support a Scouting
ministry.
It is a legal thing having to do with protection against lawsuits for child abuse. We assume that a decision will be made by 03/31/22 that will allow United Methodist Churches to continue chartering Scouting programs.
Sixty percent of the Daniel Boone Councils charters are with UM Churches. Nationally, no other Charter Organization supports more scouting units than the United Methodist Church.
Our Cub Pack dens are meeting...as well as our Monthly Pack Meeting.
Here is the Pack 400 planned schedule:
— (12/02/21) - District & Roundtable Leadership Meeting (in person), 7pm, Sylva
— (12/04/21) - Christmas Parade, 6pm
— (12/04/21) - Re-Charter turn in day
— (12/18/21) - Christmas Party, 4pm
— (12/21/21) - School Break
— (12/27/21) - Leadership Meeting, 6pm
— (12/xx/21) - FALLING WATERS District/Commissioners Meeting (Sylva) 7pm
— (01/06/22) - District & Roundtable Leadership Meeting (7pm)(Sylva)
— (01/07-09/22) - SM/ASM, Job Specific training (CDB)
— (01/22/22) - PINEWOOD DERBY Clinic (FUMC Murphy)(11am-1pm)
— (01/27/22) - FALLING WATERS District/Commissioners Meeting (7pm)(Sylva)
— (02/03/22) - District & Roundtable Leadership Meeting (7pm)(Sylva)
— (02/05/22) - PINEWOOD DERBY Clinic (FUMC Murphy)(11am-1pm)
— (02/18/22) - FALLING WATERS District Banquet
— (02/XX/22) - PINEWOOD DERBY
— (02/24/22) - FALLING WATERS District/Commissioners Meeting (7pm)(Sylva)
— (02/26-27/22) - Operation Snowshoe - (Webelos & AOL)
If you want to enroll a boy or girl in Scouting, please contact our Cub/Boy Scout Master, Josh Frentz: 941-2869827, dodgehemi1981@yahoo.com or Dave Hotchkiss: 828-644-3372, dahotch@brmemc.net, the Charter Organizational Representative (COR).
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Mon

Tue

Wed

28 1st Sunday of

29 Luke 1:5-

30 Isa 64:1-9
1pm Food Pantry

01 Luke 1:20-23 02 1 Cor 1:3-9

Advent; Luke 1:5-20 7
10am Sunday School
Classes
10:55am Worship
5pm ALPHA

2pm Advent
Study
5pm VRR

1:30pm Welcome Comm.
5pm Wesley
Ringers

6pm AA Meeting

05 2nd Sunday of

06 Isa 40:1-

Advent; Luke 3:1-20 11
10am Sunday
School Classes
10am Children’s
Playground Church
10:55am Worship
5pm ALPHA

07 Malachi 3:1-4
1pm Food Pantry

2pm Advent
Study

5pm VRR
6pm Cub Scouts

Thu
UMW Circles
Shop, Stuff &
Wrap Day

10am Quilters
6pm Cub Scouts

08 Luke 1:39-45 09 Luke 1:56,
10am Mountain James 5:7-10
Projects
10am Quilters

5pm Wesley
Ringers

Fri

Sat

03 Luke 1:24-25 04 Matt
24:36-44
1pm Food Pantry
8:30am
(Drive Thru)

2pm Missions
Team Mtg
3pm UMW Circles Decorate
Fellowship Hall

Memories
with Santa

10 Matt 3:1-12
1pm Food Pantry
(Drive Thru)

11 Luke 3:718, Isa 61:14, 8-11

8am CCUMM

6pm Cub Scouts

6pm AA Meeting

12 3rd Sunday of

Advent; Luke 1:2656
10am Sunday
School Classes
10:55am Worship
TBD—Christmas
Caroling
5pm ALPHA

13 Psalm
126

15 John 1:1-14

16 Luke 1:57-66 17 Luke 1:59-66 18 Luke 1:67
1pm Food Pantry
-79
(Drive Thru)
4pm Scout
Christmas Party

22 Titus 2:1114

23 Isa 9:2-7
10am Quilters

24 Christmas

30 Heb 1:1-12
10am Quilters

31 Luke 2:41-52 01 New
Year’s Day

11am Volunteer 10am Quilters
10am Card Minis- Luncheon
6pm Cub Scouts
try
4pm Wesley
11am Helping
Ringers
Hands UMW
6pm Service of
1pm Food Pantry
Hope
2pm Advent Study

5pm VRR

5:30pm Trustees

6pm AA Meeting

19 4th Sunday of

14 Matt 1:18-25,
Isa 7:10-16

20 Micah 5:2 21 Psalm 96
1pm Food Pantry

Advent; Luke 2:1-20 -5
10am Sunday
School Classes
10:55am Worship
5pm ALPHA

2pm Advent
Study

6pm Cub Scouts

5pm Wesley
Ringers

6pm Cub Scouts

6pm AA Meeting

26 Luke 2:22-38

10am Sunday
School Classes
10:55am Worship
5pm ALPHA
6pm AA Meeting

27 Luke 2:39 28 Isa 52:7-10
-40
1pm Food Pantry

January
Newsletter
Deadline

29 Psalm 98

6pm Cub
Scouts

CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED THIS WEEK

25 Christmas
Eve; Luke 2:1-20 Day; John
6:30pm Hand1:1-14
bell Concert
7pm Christmas
Eve Service

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
OF MURPHY
P. O. Box 86 (73 Valley River Avenue)
Murphy, NC 28906

TO:

STAFF:
Rev. Wil Posey, Pastor
pastor@murphyfirstumc.org
Karen Crump, Admin. Assistant
admin@murphyfirstumc.org
Nikki Washburn, Nursery Director
Suzanne West, Director of Music
music@murphyfirstumc.org

OFFICE HOURS:
The church office is open Mondays thru Thursdays from
9:00 am to 1:00 pm.
If you wish to speak with a member of our church staff,
please call the church office at 828-837-2718 and leave
a message, or call the desired individual on their cell

The mission of First United Methodist Church is to grow disciples who know God personally,
pray daily, celebrate worship, serve others, and reach out in witness.

