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Dear First Murphy,
The title of the book I’ve been writing (only in my head!) is “This is The Way: A Mandalorian Lent.”
When Disney+ started expanding the Star Wars universe, I was immediately hooked on “The Mandalorian.” The main character belongs to the Mandalorian race, a group of people bound together and defined
by a particular creed. They are a sort of galactic “warrior class.” They live by a particular, if not peculiar,
way of life that makes them easily distinguishable from everyone else.

In every episode, the main character, often just called “Mando,” does something surprising, daring, or
sacrificial, and the line he (and other Mandalorians) always say is, “This is the way.”
Which is to say, what’s about to happen may not make sense to anybody else, but this is what it means
to be a Mandalorian. This is who we are. This is what we do.
In the gospel according to Luke, we read about “the way” over and over again. In one of the first instances, it is Zechariah telling us that the coming Messiah will guide our feet into “the way of peace” (1:79). In
one of the last instances (20:21), teachers of the Jewish faith acknowledge (even if they mean it to be
sarcastic) that Jesus is teaching “the way of God.”
At every moment in between Jesus is showing us how to walk in the way of God. In particular, Jesus uses parables (short stories) that inspire, challenge, and provoke. Sort of like each episode of “The Mandalorian,” I imagine these parables as vignettes that reveal something of what it means to walk in “the
way.”
During Lent, I will be preaching from the parables of Jesus in Luke; and I am leading a Bible study, using
Amy-Jill Levine’s book “Short Stories by Jesus.” One of the ways I hope we might GROW IN FAITH together is by staying close to Jesus through these stories.
I wonder how we can more fully embrace and embody the particular, and peculiar, way of life that sets
us apart as disciples of Jesus?
What surprising, daring, and sacrificial actions are we called to? How has our commitment to Jesus already taught us where/when we need to say Yes and No? And when we do, we say, “This is the way.”

Lent is a set-aside time in the church year, where we walk with Jesus in the way of the cross. For 40
days, we turn and return to the way of life that marks us as followers of Jesus. The season begins on
Ash Wednesday, 3/2. Come to either the 12:15pm or 6pm service in the sanctuary.
Read on in the newsletter for some practical ways we can GROW IN FAITH, GO IN SERVICE, and ENGAGE IN WORSHIP this Lent.
Abiding in Christ,
Pastor Wil

The Way
following the footsteps of Jesus
GROWING IN FAITH
•

Bible Study – Tuesdays at 1pm, using “Short Stories by Jesus” (contact Pastor Wil to join).

•

Start your own study group – the “Short Stories” resources come with a leader guide, participant guide,
and video (let Pastor Wil know, and we’ll get you the materials).

•

Pray Daily – Prayer takes many forms. The important thing is to set aside time to share your heart with
God, and listen for God’s heart for you.

•

Fast Weekly – Consider giving up 1-2 meal(s) 1 day a week, each week during Lent; traditional fast days
are Wednesday and/or Friday.

•

Sunday School – there is a class for children, young parents, and adults every Sunday at 10am.

•

For more on how to start with Bible Study, Prayer, or Fasting – reach out to Pastor Wil.

GOING IN SERVICE
• Be resolved to stick with whatever commitments of service you’ve already made. Consider
asking if there is a way you can offer additional help for a season.
•

Donate a coat/jacket for Palm/Cloak Sunday on 4/10.

•

Split wood at Hinton Rural Life Center.

•

Join in a community trash pick-up.

•

Be an evening host at the Hurlburt-Johnson Friendship House.

•

Visit someone who is lonely (a neighbor, a church member). Consider taking a meal, maybe even eating
together.

•

Ask how you can serve or help with a project at church.

•

What other ideas do you have?

ENGAGE IN WORSHIP
•

Read ahead – The next Sunday’s readings are listed in each bulletin. March 6th will be Luke
12:13-21, 31-34; March 13th will be Luke 14:7-24. Read at least once before Sunday and wonder, “What
does the Lord have to say to me through these words?” and “How will I respond?”
•

Pray – For those serving and leading in worship, for those you are worshipping with, and for yourself.

•

Worship weekly—either in person or online, and ask someone to join you.

•

Ask how you can get involved with Sunday worship services—worship is “the work of the people.” There
is something for everyone.

•

Come with Preparation and Expectation

Covid Update
Your church Safety Team has been staying up to date on latest guidelines and developments related to Covid-19. All along the way, we’ve tried to make decisions that emphasize loving our neighbor
and are based on the best information we have.
We’re reviewing current updates coming from the CDC, NCDHHS, and the NC Schools Tool Kit. If
our county is not at high or substantial risk, in keeping with these, we anticipate that as of March 7th,
wearing masks while indoors will be voluntary.
Any changes in our practices will come via One Call, email, and Facebook. And future changes
may still be possible. When a change occurs, we’ll share a detailed communication.
In all things, we ask a couple of things. Let’s continue to be generous and compassionate toward
one another, especially in places where we disagree.
At the time when masks become voluntary, we will always honor and support those who choose to
continue to wear a mask. And if you’re sick, we hope you’ll take precautions that protect your neighbor (masking indoors, worshipping from home, whatever is reasonable for your situation).
We’re approaching 2 years of asking for patience, compassion, flexibility, and commitment to ministry in new ways. Thank you!

 4/10 @ 11am– Palm Sunday
 Mon. 4/11 – Fri. 4/15 (TBD) – Holy Week
breakfast/devotion. *We’re hoping to host
daily devotions and breakfast in the Fellowship Hall during holy week. If this is
something you’re interested in—to help
serve, to lead a devotional—let us know
and also share a preference for time.
 4/16 @ 10am – Easter Egg Hunt
 4/17 @ sunrise – Sunrise Service
at Harshaw Chapel
 4/17 @ 11am – Easter Sunday

The Sanctuary will
be open every
Wednesday for
prayer
during
Lent from
12 to 3pm.

Serving in
Worship
If you are interested in
serving as a Liturgist,
Crucifer or Acolyte (age
7+), please contact
Kathryn Jenkins at (404)
395-2390 or
rkjenkins330@gmail.com.

Members of FUMC Murphy put "boots on
the ground" to volunteer in the quarterly
Unaka Community trash pickup. The event
was sponsored by the Cherokee County Anti
Litter Coalition. The team cleaned the road
from Payne St. Boat ramp and two miles of
Joe Brown Highway. Jesus tells us to love
others as we love ourselves, to serve others.
Thanks to Dottie, Linda, Wil, Nathaniel,
Nora, Cobby and Diane for showing up and
representing FUMC Murphy !

Daylight Savings Time begins
again the second weekend of
March. Don’t forget to set your
clocks ahead one hour the night of
the 12th or morning of the 13th!
A heartfelt thank you for all of the cards, texts, phone calls, food, time
spent with Gary over lunch or taking him to his treatments, your generous love offering and most of all the prayers, love and support that
you have given to us. Words cannot express what all of this has
meant to us. I know now that God sent us to Murphy and to FUMC
for a reason. All of you have become our extended family! You have
shown us the true love of God through your actions. Thank you from
the bottom of our hearts! Please continue to pray for Gary. Our God
is the great physician and a God of miracles. We love each and every one of you! Gary & Karen Crump
“With God nothing will be impossible!” Luke 1:37

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
AND NURSERY HELPERS
Folks, we need help on Sunday
mornings with volunteers to teach
children’s Sunday school and to help
in the nursery. If you are willing to
help out on a rotating basis, please
contact Nikki Washburn at nwashburn11@frontier.com or Mary Robertson at
marylou3725@gmail.com. Thank you!

March 02 @ 12:15pm & 6pm—Ash Wednesday
services
March 07 @ 5:30pm—Trustees
Every Tuesday @ 1pm—Lent study w/Pastor Wil
March 12 @ 8am—CCUMM

for submitting information for the
April edition
of the newsletter!
Friday, March 25, 2022

March 14 @ noon—Missions
@ 5pm—SPPRC
@ 6:30—Willing Workers
March 15 @ 9am—Greeting Card Ministry
@ 10am—Helping Hands
March 21 @ 5:30pm—Admin Council

The Mission Team is maintaining the church flower
beds and prayer garden
and could really use your
help! Call Diane Barfield at
(828) 557-9408 to volunteer and find out more.

Joyful Stitchers
If anyone would like to request a shawl, throw
or baby blanket, call or email Karen Crump:
828-361-4504 or kcrump629@gmail.com.
You can also call the Church office at 828-8372718. All items have been blessed and are tangible evidence of love and prayers for anyone
in need. There are lots of beautiful
shawls, throws and baby blankets to
choose from. Request for anyone in
need.

Zacchaeus Financial Counseling, Inc is offering free
tax assistance in the Education Building every Tuesday until tax season is over! The assistance serves households
with incomes under 225% of federal poverty level and
seniors on a fixed income, either in person or remote via
Zoom. You must make an appointment first by calling 866
-862-2220.

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENTS FOR MARCH
We ask that you come to church on Sundays or continue to watch our Sunday worship livestream
platform and stay in touch with your friends and family.
Crucifer: Kathi Taylor
Acolytes: Vivian McNabb
Worship Leader: Kathryn Jenkins
Lay Reader/Liturgist: Sophia & Lydia McNabb
Greeters: Nancy Cate & Linda Ray
Announcements: Pastor Wil
Offering Prayer: Kathryn Jenkins
Pew Maintenance: N/A
Communion Preparation: Worship Committee
Fellowship Lunch Host: N/A
Counters: Karen Watson, Nancy Jo Willis, Janie Forrister, Theresa Smith, Kathryn Jenkins, Arlene Murphy
Office Volunteers: Marilyn Jones, Dottie Wershing, Anne Hymen, Linda Ray, Liz Pipes, Nikki Washburn, Mary Hettinger
TRUSTEE On Call: Ricky Hill - 919-222-3551
Communications Team: Sue Bell, Nancy Jo Willis
Our verse for this year is from Ephesians:
“Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children” Ephesians 5:1

Willing Workers Circle

Like most of you, the Willing Workers are looking forward to March and somewhat warmer
weather. We have stayed busy this past month
even though we did not meet (in person.) Our group was able to help a single mother of three that was struggling.
Her needs came to our attention through Jason Forrister who not only is a member of our church but the principal at
the Early College in Cherokee County.
We have future plans to help the History Committee and the Trustees with the Centennial Celebration. If you would
like more information on how you can help or be a part of Willing Workers and their activities-to help women and
children in our area- please contact the church office or Karen Crump or Karen Watson. We will have an important
meeting at the church fellowship hall on March 14th at 6:30.

COUNTERS & OFFICE VOLUNTEERS
We need volunteers to answer the phones
each week from Monday through Thursday
from 9:00-12:30 and help with counting the
offering on Tuesday mornings around 9:30.
Please call the church office at
828-837-2718 or send an email to admin@murphyfirstumc.org to add your
name to the rotation. Thank you!

Alpha is meeting every Sunday at 5pm for fellowship, devotions, and a meal. Each month, we plan to schedule a way to serve our neighbors, and a way to have fun together. We’re grateful for everyone who has
signed up to serve (and already served) a meal! Every dinner is a way for our young people to “taste and see
that the Lord is good,” and to know that this church is a place where they belong and are loved.

The Helping Hands UMW Circle will meet on Tuesday,
March 15th in the
Fellowship Hall for their next
meeting. The Greeting Card
Ministry will meet at 9:00 am, followed by fellowship at 9:45 am and our business meeting at 10:00 am. All
women in our church and our community are invited to join us!

Helping Hands Circle

Stay in touch, stay connected, stay safe and stay healthy! Any questions, call Nancy Jo Willis
(850-428-3636). Thanks and God Bless!

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY
Children’s Sunday school and music continues
to meet every Sunday morning at 10am in the
room beside the nursery. We’re excited for
our kids to share in worship what they’ve been
practicing during an upcoming Sunday in April.
We are already beginning to plan for Vacation
Bible School. This year, we plan to follow a curriculum provided
by Zoe Empowers. This will be a great way for our kids (and
adults) to learn about this powerful ministry our congregation has
supported for 3-years-running. And for our kids to be empowered
themselves!
Helping with VBS could be one of the most fulfilling weeks of your
summer! To jump in, contact Terri Stroup: (828) 361-1196.
Interested in being in the Sunday school teacher rotation? Being
an adult helper in Sunday school or the nursery? Let Nikki Washburn (nwashburn11@frontier.com) or Mary Robertson
(marylou3725@gmail.com) know!
Working with children or youth requires Safe Sanctuary training
and passing a background check. Contact Pastor Wil to sign up.

Trustee on Call for March:
Ricky Hill - 919-222-3551

As a reminder, anyone or any group
needing to use any of
the spaces in the
Sanctuary or the Education Building must
notify the church office by email
(admin@murphyfirstumc.org) or by
phone (828-837-2718) in advance. It is
important that any building use is scheduled on the church calendar. Thanks so
much for helping us keep the calendar
and the cleaning crew updated.

Keep the following in your
thoughts and prayers:
Ruth Vespasian; Emelene Crouch; Scott Adams; Jamye Christy;
Mary Hettinger; Tony Licata; Matt Licata; Bob Smith ; Davis
Jones; John Morton; Gary Crump; Debra Aplin; Chuck Mallonee; Trina Iurilli; Christine Iurilli; Paul Britten; Anonymous; Kerr & McCauley
families upon the death of Ken Compton; Muriel Hughes; family &
friends of Judy Brittain Davis upon her death; Tom Adams and family upon the death of his
mother, Virginia Adams; Carrie Cochran; Karen Bateman; Tina Hembree; Sharon Hotchkiss;
Darla Bassetti; Connor Lowder.
If you have specific prayer needs, fill out and submit a blue Prayer Request Card, or call the church
office or pastor (828-837-2718), or email the Prayer Team at: prayfumc@gmail.com.

Every month throughout this centennial year, the History Committee will honor members who are no
longer with us by sharing one of their handwritten recipes. This month we are featuring Ruby Kate Holland-Watson’s Cherry Yum Yum Dessert recipe.
Ruby Kate attended high school at the John C. Campbell Folk School in the very early days of it’s existence.* Olive Campbell took note of her young, bright student and arranged for her to attend Lincoln
Memorial University In Kentucky, Tennessee where she earned a degree in teaching.
Ruby Kate was a faithful member of Murphy First United Methodist Church for many years, during which she taught
Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, and was active in The Wesleyan Service Guild, a circle for working women,
which was, at the time, a part of The Woman’s Society of Christian Service (United Methodist Women). She served as
president of the WSCS.
Her legacy lives on at MFUMC through the continued active participation of her children-Karen and husband, Flip,
Wayne and wife, Joy; Grandchildren-Nikol and
husband, Tyler Edwards; Jonathan and wife, Tara
Watson; Kellee Watson, Joseph and wife, Heather
Watson; great grandchildren-Jakob Tyler Edwards;
Elizabeth Watson and Ansleigh Watson, John Parker Watson and Joseph Brady Watson.
Ruby Kate also taught in the public school system
in Towns County, Georgia, where she met and
married the love of her life, Tom Watson. The
young couple then moved to Oak Ridge, Tennessee for a short time and returned to Cherokee
county after the birth of their son. Her teaching
career continued for thirty years leaving another
legacy of students and co-workers who loved and
admired her.
*The John C. Campbell was founded in 1925.

IN CELEBRATION OF 100 YEARS!
The history committee has been receiving RSVP’s for our May 22 Centennial celebration, but we still need to hear from more people. It is simple, just
go to the church website and click on the link for “CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION INFORMATION”, scroll to the bottom and list your name, number in
party and if you will be attending or are unable to attend. You may also call Lori Nicholson (828-360-4899), Charlene Smith (828-361-1519) or the church office to RSVP. We
also ask that if you know someone who would enjoy celebrating with us in May, please
reach out to them and invite them to join us!
Alpha reunion music is being planned for May 22. If you ever participated in Alpha as a youth or counselor, you are cordially invited to join together on Sunday, May 22 as we join our voices in a celebration
song. You will get to wear a new Alpha T-shirt and lift your voice together in song! We just need to hear
from you! Contact Paige Brinke, Charlene Smith or Suzanne West for more information. We will email
music to you and give you a youtube link to listen to the music for practice. It will be awesome to see
how many former Alpha folks we can bring back together!

In March,
FLOWERS for the
altar each Sunday will
be the Cross and
Crown. (Additional
flowers can be provided if a specific date is
special to you.)
To reserve a Sunday
in 2022 to provide
altar flowers, please
call the church office
at 828-837-2718.
Thank You!

Trustees continue to work
on projects related to our
centennial celebration. The largest of these,
The Sharing Center flooring
and restroom remodel, is
tentatively scheduled to
begin mid-March. We hope
to have volunteers assisting in several other projects over the next few months...details TBD.

Adult Sunday School meets at 10am in Fellowship Hall led by Wally Avett.
Children’s Sunday School meets at 10am
next to the Nursery.
Children’s Playground Church meets at
10am on the playground every 1st Sunday
of the month. (Not on March 6th due to
cold weather.)
Pastor’s Parents’ Sunday School meets at
10am in a classroom on the 3rd floor.

The Greeting Card Ministry will meet at 9am on 3/15
3/25—Erik & Paige Brinke;
Randy & Eleanor Vaughn
3/30—Cobby & Diane Barfield

prior to the UMW Helping
Hands Circle meeting. For
questions on the card ministry, call or
email Sharon Francis, 828-644-1105 or
sharonk1017@gmail.com.

FINANCIALS:
Total Operating Budget for 2022: $353,241
Donations needed weekly: $6,793
As of January 31, 2022:

3/02—Laura Smith
3/03—Sue Crawford
3/04—Scott Freel
3/05—Totsie Gentile
3/06—Wil Posey
3/08—Noland Smith
3/17—Marshall Raper
3/19—Jakob Tyler Edwards, Kathi Taylor
3/20—Rob Robertson
3/23—Bill Gill
3/24—Emma Stroup
3/25—Anne Hymen
3/26—Vera Confer
3/27—Margaret Ackiss
3/28—Ryan Kephart
3/29—Leighton Brown
3/31—Ethan Palmer, Charlene Smith

Pastor Wil Posey
pastor@murphyfirstumc.org
Music—Suzanne West
music@murphyfirstumc.org
Nancy Jo Willis—Interim Admin Asst
admin@murphyfirstumc.org

General Oper. Funds Received YTD:

$ 23,845.26

Designated Funds Received YTD:

$

Total Oper. Funds Avail. thru 01/31/22:

$169,520.03

496.00

Total Desig. Funds on hand thru 01/31/22: $27,427.46
NOTE: (1) Copies of the monthly financial statements
are available in the church office for those who wish to
review them. (2) The financial figures reflect the basic
checking and savings funds of the church and do not
include any information on Trustee or Foundation funds.

If you would like to reserve
a Sunday in 2022 to provide altar flowers, please
call the church office at
828-837-2718 or
Sheila Snow at
828-361-6009.

SCOUTING!!
CUB PACK 400 (Boys & Girls) & SCOUTING BSA TROOPS 400 (Boys) & 4400 (Girls)

CUB PACK 400 (Boys & Girls) WILL RE-CHARTER for 2022...since the UMC nationally has approved.
BOY SCOUT TROOP 400 (Boys) WILL CHARTER for 2022...since the UMC nationally has approved.
BOY SCOUT TROOP 4400 (Girls) WILL CHARTER for 2022 when there are enough girls to staff it.
For legal reasons, the United Methodist Church nationally had frozen the Scouting ministries charters at year
end (12/31/21). Late news is that the National Church now will offer a new plan to support Scouting ministries.
It is a legal thing having to do with protection against lawsuits for child abuse. We assume that the necessary
procedures will be put into place to allow United Methodist Churches to continue chartering Scouting programs.
This is great news since sixty percent of the Daniel Boone Council’s charters are with UM
Churches. Nationally, no other Charter Organization supports more scouting units than the
United Methodist Church.
Congratulations and gratitude to our Scout Master, Josh Frentz, who has been awarded the
Right Path Award! This is an annual award given that indicates how much the District appreciates Josh’s extreme dedication to making the 400 Scout units successful and strong!
Please remember that our Friends of Scouting brochures are available on the wall of the education building outside the main office. We rely on your donations to keep our scouts going,
and we cannot do it without your support.

Our Cub Pack dens are meeting...as well as our Monthly Pack Meeting
Here is the Pack 400 planned schedule:
--- (03/01/22) - CAMP CARD sales begin
—- (03/03/22) - District & Roundtable Leadership Meeting (7:00pm) (Sylva) (ZOOM)
--- (03/05/22) - District PINEWOOD DERBY (Sylva)
—- (03/18/22) - P400 Lock-In
--- (03/24/22) - FALLING WATERS District/Commissioners Meeting (7:00pm)(Sylva)(ZOOM)
--- (03/26/22) - UNIVERSITY OF SCOUTING

If you want to enroll a boy or girl in Scouting, please contact our Cub/Boy Scout Master, Josh Frentz: 941-2869827, dodgehemi1981@yahoo.com or Dave Hotchkiss: 828-644-3372, dahotch@brmemc.net, the Charter Organizational Representative (COR).

Watch each Sunday’s service
live on our YouTube Channel
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Mon
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27 Luke 24:44-53

28

01
Tax Clinic

02 Ash Wednesday 03
12:15pm Service
6pm Scouts

10am Sunday School
Classes
10:55am Worship
5pm ALPHA

1pm Luke Study
1pm Food Pantry
5pm VRR
6pm Scouts

6pm AA Meeting

Thu

Noon-3pm Sanctuary Open
4pm Wesley Ringers
5pm Choir Reh

0
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Fri

Sat

04
1pm Food Pantry
(Drive Thru)

05

2

5:30pm Scouts

6pm Ash Wed.
Service
06 Communion

10am Sunday
School Classes
10:55am Worship
5pm ALPHA

07

5:30pm
Trustees

10am Sunday
School Classes
10:55am Worship
5pm ALPHA
6pm AA Meeting

20

10am Sunday
School Classes
10:55am Worship
5pm ALPHA

14

12pm Missions
5pm SPPRC
6:30pm Willing Workers

21

5:30pm Admin Council
6pm Scouts

6pm AA Meeting

27

10am Sunday
School Classes
10:55am Worship
5pm ALPHA
6pm AA Meeting

09

10

11
1pm Food Pantry
(Drive Thru)

12

15
Tax Clinic

16

17

18
1pm Food Pantry
(Drive Thru)

19

1pm Food Pantry
5pm VRR
6pm Scouts

5:30pm Scouts

1pm Lent Study
1pm Food Pantry
5pm VRR
6pm Scouts

6pm AA Mtg

13

08
Tax Clinic
10am Mtn. Project

28

9am Greeting
Card Ministry
10am HH UMW
1pm Lent Study

22
Tax Clinic

1pm Lent Study
1pm Food Pantry
5pm VRR
6pm Scouts

29
Tax Clinic

1pm Lent Study
1pm Food Pantry
5pm VRR
6pm Scouts

Noon-3pm Sanctuary Open
4pm Wesley Ringers
5:15pm Choir Reh

Noon-3pm Sanctu- 6pm Scouts
ary Open
4pm Wesley Ringers
5:15pm Choir Reh

8am CCUMM

Scouts Lock-in 6pm—9am
23

Noon-3pm Sanctuary Open
4pm Wesley Ringers
5:15pm Choir Reh

30

Noon-3pm Sanctuary Open
4pm Wesley Ringers
5:15pm Choir Reh
5:30pm Scouts

24

25 April Newsltr

Deadline

26

1pm Food Pantry
(Drive Thru)

31

01
1pm Food Pantry
(Drive Thru)
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
OF MURPHY
P. O. Box 86 (73 Valley River Avenue)
Murphy, NC 28906

TO:

STAFF:
Rev. Wil Posey, Pastor
pastor@murphyfirstumc.org
Nancy Jo Willis, Interim Admin. Assistant
admin@murphyfirstumc.org
Nikki Washburn, Nursery Director
Suzanne West, Director of Music
music@murphyfirstumc.org

OFFICE HOURS:
The church office is open Mondays thru Thursdays from
9:00 am to 1:00 pm.
If you wish to speak with a member of our church staff,
please call the church office at 828-837-2718 and leave
a message, or call the desired individual on their cell

The mission of First United Methodist Church is to grow disciples who know God personally,
pray daily, celebrate worship, serve others, and reach out in witness.

