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First United Methodist Church of Murphy
P. O. Box 86 (73 Valley River Avenue)
Murphy, NC 28906
Phone: (828) 837-2718 (Office)
(828) 837-9735 (Fax)
Email: admin@murphyfirstumc.org
Website: www.murphyfirstumc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/fumcmurphy/
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Dear First Murphy,
Wow, wasn’t our Centennial Celebration wonderful! I am so grateful for all the hard work and planning
that went into making that day special. And not just 5/22, but the weeks leading up to it as well, including
the Cornerstone and Time Capsule removal on 5/15.
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It was so wonderful having a full house for the Centennial, and the music from all the different groups
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Keep coming back, and bring someone with you. Bring the friend or family member who you noticed

was so great. I was inspired by the people who shared their personal stories, and told about how the
church impacted their lives, helping make them into who they are today. And every one of you has added to the legacy of Murphy First UMC.
There are 2 things I’ve heard several times since 5/22. The first is: “It was so great to be together.” Yes,
it was! You got to taste and see the goodness of the Lord, and doesn’t it make you hungry for more?

came back on 5/22. Or invite someone new. Or both!
The second thing I hear is, “Are we putting a time capsule back in?” Yes! We think sometime midsummer, maybe July 24, we’ll put the time capsule back in, along with items that show who we are now,
and what history we’ve made in the last 100 years. I wonder what you think ought to go in there?
Those two things—bringing people to worship and connection to the church, and putting items in a time
capsule—make me think of what Paul wrote to the church in Philippi, “He who began a good work in you
will continue to complete it until the day of the Lord Jesus Christ” (Phil. 1:6).
Our Centennial Celebration was a wonderful and big milestone for us. A milestone, not a finish line. Now
it’s time to make some “new history.” To invite the Spirit to continue moving in us, “continuing to com-

plete” the good work that God began in us.
I don’t know about you, but I came off the Centennial Celebration energized for what God is doing now
and will do next through Murphy First UMC!
So, how about it? Want to make some new history?!
Abiding in Christ,
Pastor Wil

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATIONS!
The cornerstone is off and the time capsule box is removed! Pastor Wil and Bishop Carter offer prayers,
Mayor Tim Radford gives an address, and Flip Watson displays the time capsule, Sunday, May 15, 2022.

REUNION TIME!!! Sunday, May 22, 2022

THEN ON TO LUNCH!!!

If you missed our
centennial weekend activities, you
can find out more
on the Centennial
page of the church
website. For anyone who missed the recorded messages from former
pastors, you can click on the link provided to watch special messages from
three of our former pastors on our YouTube channel. If your family
missed getting a free Centennial commemorative Christmas ornament,
please leave a message at the church office or reach out to someone on
the History Committee (Charlene Smith, BJ Thompson, Esther Manchester, Freddie Lochaby, Lori Nicholson or Barbara Hughes). Extras are available for purchase at $5 per ornament.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE—June 16-19
Every year, churches in our Conference join together for a special offering. The 2022 Annual Conference
Offering will be evenly divided between two important causes: Lake Junaluska Stuart Auditorium Renovation
and Technology Improvements for Small and Rural WNC Churches.
•

The Lake Junaluska Stuart Auditorium Renovation project to enhance the long time and adored edifice
that has hosted annual conference sessions for generations.

•

Gifts for Technology Improvements for Small and Rural WNC churches will facilitate funds to enable these
congregations to better serve their churches and communities.

You are invited to contribute toward this offering during worship on June 12.
During Annual Conference, Pastor Wil and James Jallah (your AC delegate) will be there representing Murphy
FUMC. We’ll come back with updates and information on The UMC and opportunities within our conference
for growing in discipleship and ministry.

DEMENTIA SUPPORT GROUP MEETING
Our group meets twice a month, on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of the month at
10:30am.
We are meeting in Brasstown at the Kula Wellness Center, next to the
Crown Restaurant on Emily Lane. This is across from the Brasstown Post
Office and Brasstown Storage, which are on Settawig Road.
Please call Celia Larson at 828-567-7672 if you have any concerns or questions. Right now we
have 5 caregivers trying to get there. We are a warm, friendly group and would welcome you to
join us! Upcoming meeting dates: June 3, June 17 and July 1.

CONGRATULATIONS
TO OUR ALPHA
HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATES!!!!
Torin Rogers,
Payton McCracken, Juan Allen, Faith Ann
Revis and Ashlyn Stroupe!!!

We have a few navy blue Service Work-

day t-shirts left. In an effort to get them
In June, FLOWERS for the altar each
Sunday will be provided by:
June 5—John & Sheila Snow
June 12—OPEN
June 19—OPEN
June 26—Karen Crump
To reserve a Sunday in 2022 to provide altar flowers, please call the church office at 828-837-2718
or Sheila Snow at 828-361-6009. Thank You!

out there, we are reducing the cost to $6.00.
We have two (2) X-Large, five (5) Large, and
two (2) Medium left. If you would like one
and didn’t get in on the initial order, please
call Karen Watson (828-361-9520) and get
yours now!

Harshaw Chapel News
We had a great time with our “Picnic on the Grounds” on 5/21. I don’t
know if it was the first one ever, but it was the first in a while. And
hopefully not the last!
Bill Hughes, Wally Avett, and Billy Ray Palmer took a group on a historical tour. Others ate picnic dinners in the shade. And kids had fun
playing on the grounds.
We were grateful to have Ted Olsen, Central Appalachian Project Manager for Partners for Sacred
Spaces, with us. He shared about how the Harshaw Chapel is 1 of 9 (out of hundreds of potential
candidates) that are part of a cohort in Partners’ program. Partners has been helpful in advising and
guiding through the restoration process, as well as a grant funding partner.
A few weeks ago we received an updated assessment from Engineering firm, outlining how to proceed with the roof. We are now looking to begin soliciting bids, and fundraising opportunities.
Check out our blog at https://harshawchapel.home.blog/

SAVE THE DATE!

June 21st 11:30am-1pm - Murphy First United Methodist Church
will be hosting an in person presentation/training on working with individuals with substance use disorders/decreasing the stigma and harm reduction. Murphy First UMC, the Coalition for a Safe and Drug Free Cherokee County, and Mahec will be partnering together to
provide this training. Lunch will be provided and it is free of charge. RSVP is required and
reservation information will be sent out soon.

PLAYGROUND CHURCH
AND SUNDAY SCHOOL
CLASSES FOR KIDS AND
PARENTS ARE ON SUMMER
BREAK
for submitting information for
the July edition of the newsletter!
Monday, June 27, 2022

Trustee on Call for June:
Diane Barfield—828-557-9408

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY
Mark your calendar for July 10-13! That is
this year’s date for Vacation Bible School.
Our kids will be “International Dream
Hunters,” chasing after the God-inspired
dreams given to children in Zoe Empowers.
Using the Zoe Empowers curriculum will be a great way for
our kids (and adults) to learn about this powerful ministry
our congregation has supported for 3-years-running. And
for our kids to be empowered themselves!
VBS will be July 10-13 (Sun-Wed), from 5:30-7:30pm, for 4-yrolds thru rising 5 th graders.
Registration will be online, or you can call the office to arrange picking up a paper copy.
Helping with VBS could be one of the most fulfilling weeks
of your summer! We need people willing to bring a meal
each night, helpers for each age group, and helpers in different stations (activities/crafts, story, games, set-up and cleanup). If you want to help, reach out to Lea Posey
(leajsposey@gmail.com).

Adult Sunday School meets at 10am
in Fellowship Hall led by Wally
Avett.
Children’s Sunday School is on
break for the summer.
Children’s Playground Church is on
break for the summer.
Pastor’s Parents’ Sunday School is
on break for the summer.

Registration
for our VBS
program is
now OPEN!!!
You can find
the link to our
Eventbrite
event on the VBS page of the
church website, our Facebook
page and private groups, and on
the Eventbrite search for VBS, or
click on this direct link:
VBS REGISTRATION

FUMC KAYAKING & HIKING GROUP
The Hiking and Kayaking Group will have an activity later
in June! If you want to be on our email group, send your
email address to cobbyb@yahoo.com

https://www.facebook.com/groups/263176598339074

Serving in
Worship
If you are interested in
serving as a Liturgist,
Crucifer or Acolyte (age
7+), please contact Kathryn
Jenkins at (404) 395-2390
or

The History Committee remembers Rosemond Cooper Mattox who was an active
member of MFUMC and the Murphy Community, by sharing one of her recipes.
Rosemond and her husband, H.A. Mattox,
were owners of Mattox Hardware located
near the Henn Theater in Downtown Murphy, They had two sons, Harry and Phil.

rkjenkins330@gmail.com.

They say it takes a village. I have
witnessed that it takes a church
family with a lot of heart and
love! Thank you doesn’t seem
enough to tell you how grateful that
I am for the phone calls, texts,
cards, gifts, food, visits that each of
you gave to both Gary and I during
his illness and after his passing. The
love, support and prayers that we
received carried us on this journey
and during this difficult time. Thank
you for loving us! We are blessed
to be part of this amazing church
family! All my love - Karen
Blessed are those who
mourn, for they will be comforted.

COUNTERS & OFFICE VOLUNTEERS
We need volunteers to answer the phones each week from Monday
through Thursday from 9:00-12:30 and help with counting the offering on Tuesday mornings around 9:30. Please call the church office at 828-837-2718 or send an email to admin@ murphyfirstumc.org to add your name to the rotation. Thank you!

The past few months have been busy as preparations were being made for multiple aspects of
worship and celebration leading up to our special Centennial worship service and luncheon on
May 22. Our church was blessed to have our District Superintendent, Dr. Jae Lee, visit on May 8
and deliver an enlightening sermon. Then on May 15, Bishop Ken Carter visited and delivered a
reflective sermon about looking back, going home and moving forward! After the service, the
congregation moved outside to the front lawn for the revealing of the 100 year old time capsule
that was hidden behind the cornerstone in 1922. Bishop Carter, Pastor Wil Posey and Mayor Tim
Radford spoke about the significance of our church in downtown Murphy and the impact Methodists have had
on the town of Murphy as well as Cherokee County. For 100 years, our beautiful church has opened its doors
obviously for worship, but also to various town, school and civic groups as well as special family events.
Sunday, May 22 was a day filled with joyous celebration and worship. The Welcome Committee greeted people
with a gift of a beautiful commemorative Christmas ornament. The sanctuary was filled with dynamic music
from the Handbell, Children’s, Chancel and ALPHA reunion choirs! Church members and special guests shared
the legacy of Murphy FUMC and church leaders shared in praise and worship. Pastor Wil inspired the congregation with his message of hope for the next 100 years. After the service, the congregation assembled on the
front steps for a special photograph before going to The Hackney Warehouse for a delicious lunch and opportunities to visit and share with one another.

The History Committee wants to extend a special THANK YOU to EVERYONE who had a hand in the Centennial
celebration! The months leading up to our celebration day were filled with lots of preparation and thought.
Every circle and church committee had a hand in helping: Willing Workers, Mission team, Helping Hands, Finance committee, Welcome committee, Administrative Council, Trustees, office administrative assistants, plus
many individuals outside of committees. A special thank you goes to Suzanne West for the beautiful music,
Eleanor Vaughn for directing, and Wil Posey for his amazing leadership! Our church and education buildings
look wonderful and have gotten some much needed repairs and sprucing up thanks to the Trustees! Special
thanks to Dottie Wershing, Kathi Taylor and Vera Confer for decorating all the tables at Hackney Warehouse as
well as in the fellowship hall breakfast. Everything “tied” together our theme of “Cornerstone”!
We will be displaying the 100 year old contents of the time capsule in the education building starting next
week. We want everyone to enjoy taking a closer look at the contents of the box. We will also display other
historical documents and articles of interest.
Plans are being made to add to the old “time capsule”, to make the box as secure and air tight as possible, and
add articles from today. Maybe a covid vaccine vial and face mask will be among the new articles?? We are
open to suggestions on what to add to the updated time capsule, so feel free to let someone know if you have
good ideas! The “redeposition” of the time capsule will take place on Sunday, July 24, 2022. This day was selected because July 24,1922 was the actual day the original time capsule was placed. Our forefathers
“directed” us exactly how to present and plan for all of this. We had old newspaper articles which told us exactly what they did in 1922 and we decided to follow their lead and do the same.
Lastly, there are more Commemorative Christmas ornaments in case you missed getting one or were absent on
Sunday. We have enough for every family to have an ornament (a gift from the History Committee) and will
place an order for additional ornaments if you are interested in purchasing extras for gifts, etc. The cost per
ornament is $5. Just let someone on the History Committee know if you want additional ornaments. (Charlene
Smith, BJ Thompson, Barbara Hughes, Lori Nicholson, Esther Manchester or Freddie Lochaby).

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENTS FOR JUNE***
We ask that you come to church on Sundays or continue to watch our Sunday worship livestream
platform and stay in touch with your friends and family.
Crucifer: James Jallah***
Acolytes: Agnes & Agna Jallah
Worship Leader: Rev. Wil Posey***
Lay Reader/Liturgist: Robin Burnette
Greeters: Rob & Mary Robertson
Announcements: Rev. Wil Posey
Offering Prayer: Kathryn Jenkins
Pew Maintenance: Welcoming Committee
Communion Preparation: Worship Committee
Fellowship Lunch Host: N/A
Counters: Karen Watson, Anne Hymen, Janie Forrister, Theresa Smith, Sheila Snow, Kathryn Jenkins,
Arlene Murphy, Dottie Wershing
Office Volunteers: Marilyn Jones, Anne Hymen, Linda Ray, Dottie Wershing, Sheila Snow
TRUSTEE On Call: Diane Barfield (828-557-9408)
Communications Team: Sue Bell, Nancy Jo Willis
*** Substitutes can occur.

The Helping Hands and Willing Workers UMW/UWF Circles will
meet on Wednesday, June 22nd in the Fellowship Hall for a
joint meeting at 12 noon (please note the date and time
change!). If anyone would like to bring their drink and/or a bag
lunch, please feel welcome to do so. We will not be having a
fellowship time beforehand, and the Greeting Card Ministry will not meet in June. All
women in our church and our community are invited to join us! Our primary conversations will be (1) the White Tag Sale, and (2) the pros and cons of joining the two circles
into one unit. Hope to see many of you at this meeting! Any questions, call Nancy Jo
Willis (850-428-3636) or Karen Watson (828-361-9520).

Willing Workers

Helping Hands

LIFT YOUR VOICES IN JOY AND PRAISE! The last two years have been extremely challenging due to COVID and most of us are more than ready to get back
to a “new normal”…..whatever that might be. Within our church family, we are
now “optional” in our choice of wearing masks and keeping a reasonable distance
from others. Our choir members are back in the choir loft, but our numbers are thin. We need lots
of voices lifted in joy and praise to our Heavenly Father. We are not a professional group but we
share a wonderful camaraderie and all are welcome. If you are just out-of-the-habit or always wondered if you should try it, jump in now and join our group. During the summer, the choir will not rehearse on Wednesday evenings; however, we will meet in the choir room at 10:15 am each Sunday
morning to review Introits, Benedictions, and occasional anthems.

Summer time is here! That means our Alpha schedule about to change. This summer we hope to schedule
some service projects and fellowship events. If you have a pool, and you’d be willing to host sometime, let
Pastor Wil know!
If you feel called to serve with youth—as a chaperone or counselor—please let me know too. We need a
large net of faithful adults surrounding our young people.
We’re grateful for everyone who has signed up to serve (and already served) a meal! Every dinner is a way
for our young people to “taste and see that the Lord is good,” and to know that this church is a place where
they belong and are loved.

Keep the following in your
thoughts and prayers:
Ruth Vespasian; Emelene Crouch; Scott Adams; Mary
Hettinger; Tony Licata; Matt Licata; Bob Smith ; Davis Jones;
The Family of Gary Crump; Trina Iurilli; Christine Iurilli; Paul
Britten; Karen Bateman; Tina Hembree; Carl Swanson; Adrienne
Brown; Ukraine and its people; Steve DeReamer; David Anderson;
Lori Josefski; Scott Fletcher; Loretta Taylor; Sharon Francis; Chris Atkins & Family on the death
of David Atkins.
If you have specific prayer needs, fill out and submit a blue Prayer Request Card, or call the church
office or pastor (828-837-2718), or email the Prayer Team at: prayfumc@gmail.com.

Work on the sharing center floor is
ongoing and the tile flooring in the
basement is about 3/4s complete.
The restroom down there will be remodeled as part of this project. We
are looking at options to restore the
surface on the foundation walls
(currently painted white) on the
church. Also, we are waiting on engineered plans for
the roof support system on the Harshaw Chapel. The
Harshaw Chapel restoration project is gaining new
life in our collaboration with "Partners for Sacred
Places". Please keep that project on your radar and
in your prayers.

The Mission Team is
maintaining the
church flower beds
and prayer garden and
could really use your
help! Call Diane Barfield at (828) 557-9408
to volunteer and find
out more.

6/02—Terry & Kendra Fokakkis
6/05—Edward & Katrina Palmer, Paul &
Stephanie Worley
6/07—Frank & Kim Barber
6/11—Bill & Barbara Hughes
6/12—Fred & Mary Lou Sharkey
6/17—Tyler & Nikol Edwards
6/18—Clarence & Janet Jones, Ryan &
Kathy Kephart
6/21—Terry & Vikki Fortner
6/22—Brian & Melissa Reid, Bill & Sharon Vespasian

Pastor Wil Posey
pastor@murphyfirstumc.org
Music—Suzanne West
music@murphyfirstumc.org
Maggie Corrigan—Admin Asst
admin@murphyfirstumc.org

The Greeting Card
Ministry will not meet in
June. For questions on the
card ministry, call or email
Sharon Francis, 828-6441105 or sharonk1017@gmail.com.

6/02—Leah Palmer
6/03—Georjah Allen
6/04—Frank Barger
6/07—James Jallah
6/11—Marilyn Jones
6/12—Jennifer White
6/13—Sue Parker
6/15—Adam Clonts
6/16—Terri Stroup
6/17—Dennis Potter
6/19—Micah Nelson, Bob Smith
6/20—June Bartlett, Chris Raper, David
Sumpter
6/23—Kathryn Keily Jenkins
6/25—William Madden
6/26—Wendy Leatherwood, Tom Payne
6/27—Diane Barfield, Sheri Brydebell
6/29—Karen Crump
6/30—Tim Nicholson, Sandy Sumpter

FINANCIALS:
Total Operating Budget for 2022: $353,241
Donations needed weekly: $6,793
As of April 30, 2022:
General Oper. Funds Received YTD:

$ 94,723.93

Designated Funds Received YTD:

$ 4,002.00

Total Oper. Funds Avail. thru 04/30/22:

$150,532.28

Total Desig. Funds on hand thru 04/30/22: $27,166.96
NOTE: (1) Copies of the monthly financial statements
are available in the church office for those who wish to
review them. (2) The financial figures reflect the basic
checking and savings funds of the church and do not
include any information on Trustee or Foundation funds.

SCOUTING!!
CUB PACK 400 (Boys & Girls) & SCOUTING BSA TROOPS 400 (Boys) & 4400 (Girls)
CUB PACK 400 (Boys & Girls) is re-chartered for 2022...since they were in 2021. Still no UMC
approval charter document for 2022. Now promised by 06/30/22.
BOY SCOUT TROOP 400 (Boys) is not chartered for 2022...since they were not in 2021. The
UMC approval document still not approved. Promised by 06/30/22. 10 boys registered in Troop 405
(Robbinsville) will be transferred back to Troop 400 when the Methodist Church allows.
BOY SCOUT TROOP 4400 (Girls) will charter for 2022 when the UMC has approval and there
are enough girls to staff it.
For legal reasons, the United Methodist Church nationally had frozen the Scouting ministries charters at
06/30/22. The Methodist Church wants to charter Scouting, but can't seem to finalize a Document Of Understanding
to support Scouting ministries.
It is a legal thing having to do with protection against lawsuits for child abuse. We assume that the necessary
procedures will be put into place to allow United Methodist Churches to continue chartering Scouting programs.
This is great news since sixty percent of the Daniel Boone Council’s charters are with UM Churches. Nationally, no other Charter Organization supports more scouting units than the UM Church.

Our Cub Pack dens are meeting...as well as our Monthly Pack Meeting.
CAMP CARDS SOLD = 1,585 raising $792.50! YEAH!!!!
Here is the Pack 400 planned schedule:
--- (05/28,29/22) - BRAVES BB Game (Atlanta) 10 kids and 7 leaders
--- (06/02/22) - District Roundtable Leadership Mtg (6:00pm)(Sylva)(Live) and (ZOOM)
--- (06/03-04/22) - CAMPOUT/FISHING DERBY (Nantahala Hideaway Camp)
--- (06/11/22) - Trainers Edge
--- (06/13/22) - Pack Meeting (6:00pm)
--- (06/20-24/22) - District Twilight Cub Day Camp (Sylva)
--- (06/27/22) - Leaders Meeting (6:00pm) 12 month program planning
--- (07/02/22) - FOURTH of JULY PARADE
--- (07/18/22) - Pack Meeting (6:00pm)
--- (07/25/22) - Leaders Meeting (6:00pm) Budget planning
--- (07/28/22) - District Commissioners and Committee Meeting (6:00pm) (SW Community College, Bradford
Hall, Sylva)
--- (08/13/22) - Day Camp (9:00am—4:00pm) (Sherriff’s Farm)
--- (08/22/22) - Pack Meeting (6:00pm)
--- (08/25/22) - District Commissioners and Committee Meeting (6:00pm) (SW Community College, Bradford
Hall, Sylva)
--- (08/29/22) - Leaders Meeting (6:00pm) Budget planning
If you want to enroll a boy or girl in Scouting, please contact our Cub/Boy Scout Master, Josh Frentz: (941-286-9827)
(dodgehemi1981@yahoo.com) or Dave Hotchkiss: (828-644-3372)(dahotch@brmemc.net) the Charter Organization
Representative (COR).

PLEASE NOTE AND HELP PASS THE WORD:

Continued on following page...
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Sun

Mon

29

30 MEMORIAL 31
DAY
6pm Scouts

10am Sunday School
Classes
10:55am Worship

Tue

(office closed)

day
10am Sunday
School Classes
10:55am Worship

2

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

Noon-3pm Sanctu- 10am Quilters
ary Open
6pm Scouts
5:30pm Scouts

5pm AA Meeting

5 Communion Sun-

0

6

7
6pm Scouts

8

9

10

11

13

14
6pm Scouts

15

16

17

18

23
10am Quilters

24

25

30

1

2

Noon-3pm Sanctu- 10am Quilters
ary Open

5pm AA Mtg

12

10am Sunday
School Classes
10:55am Worship

5:30pm Scouts

5pm AA Meeting

19

20

5pm AA Meeting

6pm Scouts

10am Sunday
School Classes
10:55am Worship

26

10am Sunday
School Classes
10:55am Worship
5pm AA Meeting

Noon-3pm Sanctu- 10am Quilters
ary Open
6pm Scouts

5pm SPPRC
Committee
Meeting

27

21
11:30am-1pm Coalition for Safe &
Drug Free County
Training
6pm Scouts

22

28

29

12 Noon Mis- 6pm Scouts
sions Team
Meeting
July Newsltr
Deadline

12 Noon—Helping
Hands/Willing
Workers Joint Mtg
Noon-3pm Sanctuary Open

Noon-3pm Sanctu- 10am Quilters
ary Open
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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
OF MURPHY
P. O. Box 86 (73 Valley River Avenue)
Murphy, NC 28906

TO:

STAFF:
Rev. Wil Posey, Pastor
pastor@murphyfirstumc.org
Maggie Corrigan, Admin. Assistant
admin@murphyfirstumc.org
Nikki Washburn, Nursery Director
Suzanne West, Director of Music
music@murphyfirstumc.org

OFFICE HOURS:
The church office is open Mondays thru Thursdays from
9:00 am to 1:00 pm.
If you wish to speak with a member of our church staff,
please call the church office at 828-837-2718 and leave
a message, or call the desired individual on their cell

The mission of First United Methodist Church is to grow disciples who know God personally,
pray daily, celebrate worship, serve others, and reach out in witness.

