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August 2022 

ARE YOU MISSING YOUR UPPER ROOM?  

Dear First Murphy, 

In the newsletter last month, I wrote some about the series in our denomination called 
#BeUMC.  This is an initiative that invites people to share their story about why they are United 
Methodist. 

You got a chance to read James Jallah’s story last month. Or you could watch and listen to it on 
the recording of our Post-Conference “briefing” that has been uploaded to our YouTube chan-
nel.  There is a lot I love about James’ story, especially how he has experienced so many of the 
gifts of the connectional nature of our denomination. You’ll have to check out his story to hear 
what I mean. 

To follow up on that, I’ll share 2 big reasons for why I am a United Methodist.   

The first is we have a “conjunctive faith.” You might recall from grammar lessons that conjunc-
tions are words that join two ideas together: and, or, nor, for, so, but, yet.  When I say we have 
a “conjunctive faith,” I mean that we are a “both, and” sort of people, not “either, or.” United 
Methodists hold together God’s sovereignty and free will, the importance of personal piety and 
social action, a religion of head and heart, focus on local service and global missions, commit-
ment to tradition and innovation. 

All of those “conjunctives” have been part of who we are as Methodists since the very begin-
ning, and each one of them is important to me. Maybe to you also. 

The second reason is because of how we begin with the “end in mind.” John Wesley said the 
“grand depositum” of Methodism (our biggest contribution to the bigger Church) is our doctrine 
of “entire sanctification” or “Christian perfection.” 

I know those phrases are turn-offs for some people. Yet I can all but guarantee, they don’t 
mean what you think they mean. Lots to say here, but at the end of the day, that doctrine ex-
presses our conviction that God desires for our hearts to be filled with nothing but the love of 
God alone, that this is a gift from God (not from our effort) and is possible in this life. 

Holy moly, is that a beautiful and hopeful vision, or what?! The United Methodist understanding 
of grace and interpretation of God’s vision for each of our lives and for the cosmos is beautiful 
and inspiring, and I don’t want to be anywhere else. 

I’m proud of, grateful for, and inspired by our United Methodist heritage, and by how the Spirit is 
still at work among us, including us right here in Murphy! 

If you have a story you want to share about why you are United Methodist, I’d love to hear it.  
And if you’re willing to share with others, I’m sure your brothers and sisters would be inspired by 
your story. 

Abiding in Christ, 

Pastor Wil 

 

 

First United Methodist Church of Murphy 
P. O. Box 86  (73 Valley River Avenue) 

Murphy,  NC  28906 

Phone:    (828) 837-2718  (Office) 

   (828) 837-9735  (Fax) 

Email:   admin@murphyfirstumc.org 

Website: www.murphyfirstumc.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/fumcmurphy/ 

mailto:admin@murphyfirstumc.org
http://www.murphyfirstumc.org
https://www.facebook.com/fumcmurphy/


Thank you, thank you, thank you to everyone who had a hand in Vaca-

tion Bible School! There was so much work that went into making 

those four days special, lots of it behind the scenes. So whether you 

provided a meal, helped with a group, donated your creativity, or 

helped fundraise for Zoe…thank you, thank you, thank you!!! 

This year our theme was International Dream Hunters, a Zoe Empow-

ers themed experience. 40 children learned about God’s dream that 

we all experience a future with hope. Through Zoe Empowers God helps make that dream come true through be-

longing to a group, a business, animals, safe and stable housing. 

Each of our 3 groups set fundraising goals for themselves, and each of the groups surpassed their goal, raising a 

total of over $4,000! Then on Sunday 7/17, the congregation more than matched what they raised, giving a total 

of $8,775.08! Your generosity is helping God’s dreams come true for these children in Zoe Empowers, and you’ve 

empowered our kids as they realize just how big of an impact they can make. 

Watch the worship service from Sunday 7/17 to hear more about VBS. 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2022-vacation-bible-school-tickets-347214677447


CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRY 

With the school year just around the corner, in September, we will 
get back to our school-year rhythms of Sunday school and music on 
Sunday mornings at 10am. 

We are also beginning to make plans for a Back to School blessing 
event for all our students and school employees, likely the last Sun-
day of August (8/28). Be on the look-out for more plans there. 

Soon we will be scheduling our annual Safe Sanctuary training. If you 
would like to volunteer with children or youth—on a regular or occasional basis, in the 
nursery, Sunday school, VBS, special events, etc.—this is for you! If interested, please 
contact the church office to stay on the list for that training opportunity. 

The Missions Team is planning the introduction of 

a soup kitchen free to the community hosted in 

Fellowship Hall.  For more information and to get 

involved, contact Cobby Barfield at 828-557-2433. 

Celebrating the baptisms 

of Jakob Edwards and 

Holden and Harbour Clonts 

on Sunday, July 17th!!! 

Announcing the arrival of Miss Dorothy 
(Dottie) Ann Snow, born July 27, 2022 at 7lb 

11oz and 20.5 in. to John & Rachel Snow. 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 



Serving in  

Worship 

If you are interested in 

serving as a Liturgist,  

Crucifer or Acolyte (age 

7+), please contact Kathryn 

Jenkins at (404) 395-2390 

or  

rkjenkins330@gmail.com. 

COUNTERS & OFFICE VOLUNTEERS  

We need volunteers to answer the phones 

each week from Monday through Thurs-

day from 9:00-12:30 and help with count-

ing the offering on Tuesday mornings 

around 9:30.  Please call Sheila Snow at  

828-361-6009 to add your name to the ro-

tation.  Thank you! 

Mark your calendar for the “Re-placing” of the Time Capsule behind the cornerstone. 

Before we replace the capsule, come and sign the church registry following worship on 

Sunday, July 31st or Sunday August 7th., or next week between 9am and 1pm in the church 

office.  We will dedicate the capsule and return it behind the cornerstone as part of wor-

ship on Sunday, august 7th and then celebrate with a potluck lunch in Fellowship hall. 

Make plans to attend and bring a dish to share!    

Adam & Kayla Clonts 
with Holden & Harbour 

REMEMBER that we are always looking for new members 
for our choir and hand bell groups.  Choir rehearsals and the 
hand bell groups will resume their rehearsals in the fall.  If 
you have music in your heart and want to share it, come 
join us or contact Suzanne West at  
828-557-7926 or music@murphyfirstumc.org 

mailto:rkjenkins330@gmail.com
mailto:music@murphyfirstumc.org
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Common Ground 

Common Ground sprang from the desire of a small group of folks 

seeking ways to engage with neighbors and be advocates for love, 

justice, and reconciliation. We are committed to wrestling with is-

sues that touch us all and to be building bigger tables, not walls. We 

started by sharing meals, meeting neighbors, and sharing stories. 

Our grounding scripture is 2 Cor. 5:19: “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ…

and he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.” 

We meet every other week at Rare Bird Emporium at 1:30pm. Our next meeting is August 

4th. 

For more information or to stay in touch, contact Karah Thompson:  

greenchickadee@gmail.com 

Harshaw Chapel News 

With the latest engineer’s report in hand, we are now reaching out to 

area builders to see who might be interested in taking on this historic 

project. Thank you for your investment and support of the Chapel’s res-

toration. We’re not there yet, but we are getting closer. 

Here are a few ways you can help with the Harshaw Chapel: 

  Sign up to help cut grass 

 Make a donation 

 Be on the fundraiser planning team 

 Share the story of the Harshaw Chapel with someone you know: check out our blog at 

https://harshawchapel.home.blog/ 

At our most recent meeting, we began with a devotional from Nehemiah 2:17-18. When Nehemiah 

rallied the residents of Jerusalem (newly returned from exile) to rebuild the wall of the city, they re-

sponded: “‘Let us start building!’ So they committed themselves to the common good.” 

We see restoration on the horizon, and we know lots of people are interested in this work.  So 

friends, “Let us start building!” 

Make plans to bring a dish to share for a potluck 

luncheon following worship on Sunday, August 

7th after we dedicate the time capsule! 

mailto:greenchickadee@gmail.com
https://harshawchapel.home.blog/


DEMENTIA SUPPORT GROUP MEETING 

Our group meets twice a month, on the 1st and 3rd Fridays of the 
month at 10:30am.   

We are meeting in Brasstown at the Kula Wellness Center, next to 
the Crown Restaurant on Emily Lane.  This is across from the 
Brasstown Post Office and Brasstown Storage, which are 
on Settawig Road. 

Please call Celia Larson at 828-567-7672 if you have any concerns 
or questions.  Right now we have 5 caregivers trying to get 
there.  We are a warm, friendly group and would welcome you to join us! 

In August,  

FLOWERS  

for the altar each  

Sunday will be provided by: 

August 7—Carl & Myrt Auvil 

August 14—Wally & Deanie Avett 

August 21—Nancy Cate 

August 28—Frank & Kim Barber 
 

To reserve a Sunday in 2022 to pro-

vide altar flowers, please call Sheila 

Snow at 828-361-6009. Thank You! 

Adult Sunday School meets at 10am 
in Fellowship Hall led by Wally 
Avett. 

Children’s Sunday School is on 
break for the summer. 

Children’s Playground Church is on 
break for the summer.  

Pastor’s Parents’ Sunday School is 
on break for the summer. Trustee on Call for August: 

Blake Hughes (828-557-3354) 

for submitting infor-
mation for the  

September edition of 
the newsletter!  

Friday, August 26, 2022                                                                  

Pastor Wil Posey 
pastor@murphyfirstumc.org 

Music—Suzanne West 
music@murphyfirstumc.org 

Maggie Corrigan—Admin Asst 
admin@murphyfirstumc.org 

mailto:pastor@murphyfirstumc.org
mailto:music@murphyfirstumc.org
mailto:admin@murphyfirstumc.org


Annual Conference – Wrap Up 
On Sunday, June 26 I led an Annual Conference (June 17-19) Wrap-Up session with James Jallah, 

our Annual Conference delegate. A recording of that session is available on our church’s YouTube 

channel. I encourage you to take some time to watch that session at your convenience. 

A few things I want to lift up in case you missed them last time: 

Approving 18 local church disaffiliations was part of our work at Annual Conference.  Those 

churches will fulfill disaffiliation agreements negotiated with our conference, and will then no 

longer be UM. These disaffiliations were over “reasons of conscience” over the UM position on 

homosexuality, and annual conference action or inaction related to these issues (¶2553 Book of 

Discipline). A few notes on this: 

o The Book of Discipline has not changed, and no change is possible until General Confer-

ence in May 2024. 

o No church is required to vote on disaffiliation. Not voting means we continue in ministry, 

being the UM church God is calling us to be. Should a church choose to move to a vote, 

there is a clear process for that outlined in ¶2553. 

Hope and a Future – these two words come from the heart of God’s promise in Jeremiah 29:11, 

and I walked away from Annual Conference with Hope for the Future of The UMC, and for a hope-

ful future in our UM church. Please make time as you are able to watch these three videos (2 ser-

mons and an address) that are important and inspiring messages for us as United Methodists: 

o “After Pentecost” – sermon by Rev. Dr. Edgardo Colon-Emeric, Dean of The Divinity School 

at Duke University (June 17 “Opening Worship”) 

o Conference Address – by Bishop Ken Carter, start at 1:13:55 (June 17 “Conference Plenary 

Business Session”) 

o “Imagine” – sermon by Bishop Ken Carter (June 19 “Closing Worship”) 

These three messages cast an inspiring and hopeful vision for the continuing United Methodist 

Church, in which everyone has a home. 

Two other resources I think it is important for you to know about: 

o “Means of Grace” podcast (found online or wherever you get your podcasts) – Inspiring 

stories and resources for ministry right from our conference. 

o www.wnccumc.org -- our Conference website has SO many resources for everything you 

can imagine…ministry ideas, opportunities, etc. If you have an idea for ministry, I can all but 

guarantee there are resources to support you. 

If you have any questions about Annual Conference, please reach out to me (Pastor Wil) or James 

Jallah, and we’d be glad to talk. If you’d like to consider going to Annual Conference next year as a 

delegate, let me (Pastor Wil) know. While our church only has 1 lay delegate, there are often 

openings as “District At-Large Delegates”. 



Willing Workers & Helping Hands = WILLING HANDS! Yes, we had a great joint 

meeting on June 22nd and decided that more hands can accomplish more things! We 

will be joining our two circles into one over the next few 

months. Our first official meeting as a newly combined group 

will be held at noon on Monday, August 1st in Fellowship Hall.  

All women in the church are wel-

come and encouraged to join us! 

Feel free to contact any member of our United Women in 

Faith group or call Karen Watson (828-361-9520) or Nancy Jo 

Willis (850-428-3636) with questions, comments, ideas, etc. 

STEWARDSHIP OF TIME & TALENTS FOR AUGUST*** 

We ask that you come to church on Sundays or continue to watch our Sunday worship livestream 
platform and stay in touch with your friends and family.  

Crucifer:  ***       Acolytes:  Vivian McNabb *** 

Worship Leader:  Rev. Wil Posey***     Lay Reader/Liturgist:  Sophia & Lydia McNabb 

Greeters:   Esther Manchester & Celia Larson  Offering Prayer:   Cobby Barfield   

Pew Maintenance:  Welcoming Committee 
Communion Preparation: Worship Committee  Fellowship Lunch Host:  Willing Hands Circle 

Counters:  Karen Watson, Theresa Smith, Janie Forrister, Arlene Murphy, Dottie Wershing 

Office Volunteers:  Linda Ray, Liz Pipes, Marilyn Jones, Dottie Wershing 

TRUSTEE On Call:  Blake Hughes (828-557-3354)  

Communications Team: Sue Bell, Nancy Jo Willis    *** Substitutes can occur. 

Keep the following in your  
thoughts and prayers: 

Ruth Vespasian; Scott Adams; Mary Hettinger; Tony 
Licata; Matt Licata; Davis Jones; Trina Iurilli; Christine 
Iurilli; Paul Britten; Karen Bateman; Tina Hembree; 
Carl Swanson; Adrienne Brown; Ukraine and its peo-
ple; Steve DeReamer; Lori Josefski; Sharon Francis; Mark Par-
ker; Nathan Thorpe; Haley Schell; Carly Aplin; Diane Barfield; 

Nancy Jones; Marji Wells; Chris Kelley; Nathan; Rick Alringer; Anna Brinke. 
We join John and Rachel Snow, John IV and GiGi as we welcome the addition to their 
family of Dorothy (Dottie) Ann Snow.  Welcome! 

If you have specific prayer needs, fill out and submit a blue Prayer Request Card, or call the 
church office or pastor (828-837-2718), or email the Prayer Team at: prayfumc@gmail.com. 

mailto:suzie1028@gmail.com
mailto:casagato@earthlink.net
mailto:prayfumc@gmail.com


School is almost here! We’re starting to make plans for Alpha in the fall. First big thing is a 
gathering on Sunday 8/14 at 5pm at church. We’ll eat together and talk about hopes for the 

coming semester. Plan to be there! 

Sunday, 8/21 we’re planning to go rafting down the Nantahala after lunch. Be sure to let Pas-
tor Wil know you plan to go so we can sign you up! Trying to keep the cost to $25/person, 
but don’t let cost keep you away. 

Be on the look-out for future ways to be involved with and support Alpha, like providing a 
Sunday meal or becoming a Prayer Partner. 

Thank you for your generous support. Please continue to keep our young people in your 
prayers! 

8/09—Chris & Tonya Raper 
8/10—Casey & Shannon Stuart 
8/14—Steve & Karen Smith 
8/15—John & Sheila Snow 
8/16—Geno & Nancy Carr 
8/17—Wayne & Kathy Cofer; 
 Wayne & Joy Watson 
8/22—Carl & Anne Hymen 
8/27—Dub & Sara Sherrill 
8/31—Ricky & Marji Hill 

8/02—Harold Blackmon; Jason Forrister 
8/03—Theresa Smith 
8/07—Renee Teel 
8/11—Wayne Cofer; Janet Jones 
8/12—Elaine Svitil 
8/13—Karen Smith; Gary West-
moreland; Larry Westmoreland 
8/20—Celia King Larson 
8/24—Paul Worley 
8/27—Mallory Barber; Joan Marble 
8/28—Shelia Snow 
8/30—Carl Auvil 



Each month during this centennial year, the History Committee has attempted to honor the 

memory of loved ones by sharing one of their favorite recipes.  Lori Shook Nicholson is 

sharing her Mom’s Strawberry Roll recipe which she remembers graced their table on special 

occasions and holidays. Lori is the daughter of Anne Carringer Shook and Harold Shook.  

Anne was a life long member of Murphy First United Methodist Church, and was an active 

member of the Women's Society of Christian Service (United Methodist Women) or more 

recently United Women of Faith) during the 60’s and 70’s.  She is Grandmother to Britta-

ny and Chloe. 



FINANCIALS: 
Total Operating Budget for 2022: $353,241 

Donations needed weekly: $6,793 

As of June 30, 2022: 

General Oper. Funds Received YTD:         $158,899.44  

Designated Funds Received YTD:              $  13,249.19  

Total Oper. Funds Avail. thru 06/30/22:  $165,426.97  

Total Desig. Funds on hand thru 06/30/22: $29,363.72  

NOTE: (1) Copies of the monthly financial statements 

are available in the church office for those who wish to 

review them. (2) The financial figures reflect the basic 

checking and savings funds of the church and do not 

include any information on Trustee or Foundation funds. 

The Willing Hands UWF Circle will host our church’s 

“annual” White Tag Sale at the church on Friday 

and Saturday, September 23rd and 24th.  We are 

collecting donated items now; however, we cannot 

accept large furniture, appliances, electronics or 

clothing.  You may bring your donations to the Edu-

cation Building, or contact Karen Watson at 828-361

-9520 or Nancy Jo Willis at 850-428-3636 to make 

arrangements for item pick-up. 

The Trustees did not meet in July, but we will be looking at several capi-

tal projects in our next meeting. We are waiting on the invoices from the 

flooring/asbestos abatement project to see where we are with funding, 

before we can make plans.  

There will be a review of policies and procedures related to our facilities 

to ensure continuity.  

Murphy Volunteer Fire Department Chief Al Lovingood has been proac-

tively working with the church to optimize the ability of his department to respond if there 

are emergency situations in our buildings.   

SCHOOL STARTS 

AUGUST 29TH 



SCOUTING!! 
CUB PACK 400 (Boys & Girls) & SCOUTING BSA TROOPS 400 (Boys) & 4400 (Girls) 

 

 The UMC/BSA approval charter document for 2022 has been received effective 

6/30/2022!  YEAH!  Now we can get all Cubs and Scout units officially chartered. 

 CUB PACK 400 (Boys & Girls) has been re-chartered. 

 BOY SCOUT TROOP 400 (Boys) is not chartered for 2022...since they were not in 2021.  

The UMC/BSA approval document is promised by 06/30/22.  10 boys registered in Troop 405 

(Robbinsville) will be transferred back to Troop 400 when the UMC/BSA process is completed. 

 BOY SCOUT TROOP 4400 (Girls) will charter for 2022 when the UMC has approval and there are 

enough girls to staff it. 

 For legal child abuse reasons, the United Methodist Church nationally froze the Scouting ministries 

charters until 06/30/22.  The good news is that the UMC/BSA announced in a webinar on June 16th, that the 

church and the BSA have reached an agreement and will be ready to publish a new charter /BSA form.  This 

will allow us to recruit new boys and girls and get us back to normal. 

 We had a fun trip to a Braves baseball game in Atlanta with 10 kids and 7 leaders on May 28th, and a 

super time on June 3rd and 4th on a campout/fishing derby at the Nantahala Hideaway Camp. 

 Our Cub Pack dens are meeting...as well as our Monthly Pack Meeting. 

 Here is the Pack 400 planned schedule: 
—- (08/04/22) - District Roundtable Leadership Mtg (6:00pm)(Sylva)(Live & Zoom) 

---  (08/13/22) - Falling Waters District Cub Scout Fun Day Part Two—The Wild, Wild West (9:00am—

3:00pm) (Sherriff’s Farm) 

---  (08/22/22) - Pack Meeting (6:00pm) 

---  (08/25/22) - District Commissioners and Committee Meeting (6:00pm) (SW Community College, 

Bradford Hall, Sylva) 

---  (08/29/22) - Leaders Meeting (6:00pm) Budget planning 

—- (09/01/22) - District Roundtable Leadership Mtg (6:00pm)(Sylva)(Live & Zoom) 

—- (09/09-11/22) - BALOO training (CDB) 

—- (09/15/22) - Popcorn Show & Sell Pick Up 

---  (09/22/22) - District Commissioners and Committee Meeting (6:00pm) (SW Community College, 

Bradford Hall, Sylva) 

—- (09/23-25/22) - SM/ASM Training (CDB) 

—- (09/29/22) - Leaders Meeting (6:00pm) 

 

If you want to enroll a boy or girl in Scouting, please contact our Cub/Boy Scout Master, Josh Frentz: (941-

286-9827)(dodgehemi1981@yahoo.com) or Dave Hotchkiss: (828-644-3372)(dahotch@brmemc.net) the  

Charter Organization Representative (COR).  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

31 
10am Adult Sunday 
School Class 
10:55am Worship 
Sign the Church Regis-
try 
5pm AA Meeting 
 

1 
9am-1pm 
Sign the 
Church Reg-
istry 
12pm -  
Willing 
Hands Circle 

2 
9am-1pm Sign 
the Church Reg-
istry 
6pm Scouts 
 
 

3 
9am-1pm Sign the 
Church Registry 
5pm Finance Com-
mittee 
5:30pm Scouts 

4 
9am-1pm Sign 
the Church Reg-
istry 
10am Quilters 
6pm Scouts 
 
 
 

5 
 

6 

 

 

7 Communion Sun-
day 
10am Adult Sunday 
School Class 
10:55am Worship  
Sign the Church 
Registry 
12pm Time Capsule 
Dedication 
12:15pm Potluck 
Lunch 
5pm AA Mtg 

8 
12pm Mis-
sions Team 
5pm SPPRC 

9 
6pm Scouts 

10 
 

11 
10am Quilters 
 

12 
 

13 
8am CCUMM 

14  
10am Adult Sunday 
School Class 
10:55am Worship  
5pm ALPHA 
5pm AA Meeting 

15 
6pm Scouts 

16 
6pm Scouts 
 
 
 
 
 
 

17 
5:30pm Scouts 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
10am Quilters 
6pm Scouts 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 

20 
 

21 
10am Adult Sunday 
School Class 
10:55am Worship 
TBD ALPHA Raft trip 
5pm AA Meeting 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
6pm Scouts 
 
 

24 
 
 

25 
10am Quilters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
September 
Newsletter 
Deadline  
 
 
 
 
 

27 
 
 
 

28 
10am Adult Sunday 
School Class 
10:55am Worship 
Back to School 
Blessing? 
5pm AA Meeting 
 
 

29 
 

30 
6pm Scouts 
 
 

31 1 
10am Quilters 
6pm Scouts 
 
 
 

2 
 
 
 
 

3 

 

 

 

2 
0 

2 
2 



The mission of First United Methodist Church is to grow disciples who know God personally, 

pray daily, celebrate worship, serve others, and reach out in witness. 

STAFF: 
Rev. Wil Posey, Pastor 

pastor@murphyfirstumc.org 

Maggie Corrigan, Admin. Assistant 

admin@murphyfirstumc.org 

Nikki Washburn, Nursery Director 

Suzanne West, Director of Music 

music@murphyfirstumc.org 

OFFICE HOURS: 

The church office is open Mondays thru Thursdays from 

9:00 am to 1:00 pm. 

If you wish to speak with a member of our church staff, 

please call the church office at 828-837-2718 and leave 

a message, or call the desired individual on their cell 

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

OF MURPHY 

P. O. Box 86  (73 Valley River Avenue) 

Murphy, NC  28906 

 

 

 

   TO:  
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