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Dear Murphy First,

This will be my last newsletter article for the Communicator. Ever since announcement Sunday, I've
known those “lasts” would start coming quickly. I've been thinking a lot about last things and last
words. June 28th is my last Sunday as the pastor of Murphy First UMC. On Sunday mornings, I'm try-
ing to share some last things with you.

Thinking about last things has made me turn to how the gospel writers and Paul close out their gos-
pel accounts and letters. They remember how Jesus said things like, “Follow me” (John) and “"Go
make disciples” (Matthew). And they remember how, as the disciples stepped into the future, they
were both worshipping God and afraid (Mark). And how Jesus said to wait for the Spirit.

Paul is all the time bursting out into doxology, to praise, including in the last lines of some of his let-
ters. He ends some of his letters with soaring doxologies and beautiful benedictions. He makes final
appeals: live in unity; give generously to support the ministries of the Church; stand strong in faith;
put on the armor of God; tell everyone | say "hi"; and receive ministers of God with openness and
hospitality.

Those are all good and true last things to say. For me, | want you to know our life here in Murphy
these last 8 years has been good, beautiful, and so fulfilling. | am better and my life is richer because
we have been here. You have blessed our family in innumerable ways, and | am moved to tears as |
think of the love you have poured out on Lea, Nathanael, Nora and me. We will always treasure our
time with you, and hold you in the deep place of our hearts. | have said more than once that when
our children are grown and someone asks them where they are from, | can easily imagine they will
say "Murphy.”

There is so much | will remember and celebrate from our time here—milestones we've celebrated
together, new ministries, movements of the Spirit. I've enjoyed living into the fullness of my calling—
ministry with children and youth, visitation, journeying with you in sacred moments (babies born,
weddings, funerals, and more), and so much more. There have been wonderful moments, time filled
with laughter and play, and also some hard ones too.

You have taught me so much about ministry and community, about living in an economy of gener-
osity and gratitude. | am a better pastor for having lived and served among you. | hope these years
have been a blessing to this congregation and community as well.

..Continued on Page 2



Continued from Page 1...

We are looking forward to our next season of life and ministry at FUMC Waynesville, and | expect to
experience gifts and grace from God there just as we did here.

I've tried to think about what it means to go through pastoral transition—what does it mean for us
as we move, for FUMC as you receive a new pastor and family? Is it the end of a chapter? The start
of a new season? Maybe it is both those things.

Or maybe it's better to think of as the middle of a story. Or the middle, even, of a sentence, one that
God is authoring. And one that is filled with hope and goodness and beauty and shalom. One in
which God is doing what God always does: creating new life, opening up a future with hope. | like
thinking of it like that—that we're part of a much larger story and have gotten to share some pages
together, and the story is still being written.

Stories have transitions—you know: and, then, next. This is a transition. It is change. Beginning July
1, 1 will no longer be the pastor here. In this transition, | release all pastoral leadership and responsi-
bility to Pastor Evan, who will have the joy of coming alongside you in life and in ministry. And |
know that FUMC will be in the good hands of a strong and faithful pastor. | am excited for FUMC
and for Pastor Evan, Kellie, and Porter as they join you on this journey! You—in all your gifts, in your
service, in your leadership—are an important part in the beautiful and still-unfolding story of FUMC.
You will be a blessing to the Hill family as you welcome them with love and generous hospitality.

It has been a joy and a sacred privilege to have been with you on this journey. | have a few more
weeks yet, so won't try to pack in any more “last things” here. Will save some for Sunday mornings.
| hope to see you Sunday as we praise our God who is still telling a great story through FUMC Mur-

phy.

On the journey,
Pastor Wil

Western North Carolina Conference

/(..>\ Disaster Ministries: Hurricane Helene
. The United Methodist Church

Summer Mission Trip

Below are our tentative plans for a summer mission trip to continue the post-Helene recovery work.

When: July 12-17

Where: West Jefferson, NC

Who: Youth (14+) and Adults

How Much: Suggested love offering of $10 -15 per person per night for lodging. $15.00 per team
member for the background check. Cost of food for team TBD. Total ~ $250/person

What: Volunteers will help get families back in homes that are safe, sanitary and secure. The people
we serve were impacted in different ways, so the work we will do is varied and can change daily.
While some homes were flooded, others incurred damage from fallen trees, wind and landslides.
Our typical work can include drywall, flooring, roofing and debris removal.

Sign up or learn more by contacting Paul Schutes (pschutes@me.com) or David Lamb
(Caneitbetrue@yahoo.com). Our goal is to have a final roster by the end of April so that we can
gather as a team in May in order to get to know each other and get ready.
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Heads Up from the
Communications Committee

Due to vacation schedules, the
August edition of the church
newsletter will not be published
until the end of the first week of
August.
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donate to local charities and to

MiSSiOIl Team NeWS support the Zoe Empowers
n — a m .A. .*. Group in Liberia. Members of

the team will be providing a
photo opportunity for residents of Murphy Rehab sometime in June. Gail Peck will be
the photographer! The Mission Team always appreciates support and is looking for
new members. If you are interested, please contact Diane or Cobby Barfield.




Church family, we are selling some of
the pews in Harshaw Chapel. The
prices are negotiable based on condi-
tion. They are a real variety of sizes,
styles, and ages. Most of them are 8
feet (or longer) in length. If you are in-
terested, give Marji Hill a call or a text
at 828-371-5520. This offer is good
until June 15.

| W Over the four months ending April 30, 2026, Soul Table expanded to a hot,
sit-down lunch every Thursday — welcoming 691 guests and serving 1,148
@ meals at an average of 38 guests and 11 volunteers per week. Thanks to

Paula Widstrom's faithful tracking, we can report $4,360.40 in donated des-

SOUL serts from the congregation, and $12,637.50 in total in-kind contributions
TABLE when volunteer time is valued at $15.00 per hour — figures that strengthen

: our case with grant-making organizations. April contributions totaled

A PROcRAM OF Fiest  $1,307.00, including a generous gift from John LaChance following his Adi-

| Uﬂng}z}a@omsr rondack Furniture Sale on the church lawn, with expenses of $516.10 leav-
~ OF MURPHY. NC ing a program balance of $5,183.17.

On the grants front, Soul Table has been awarded $10,000.00 from Resourceful Communities —
applied for in January — designated for locally sourced food and on-site food education program-
ming. Additionally, Pastor Wil and Grant Corrigan have assisted in submitting a Letter of Intent in
partnership with the WNC Food Coalition and Franklin UMC for a Dogwood Health Trust grant of
$500,000.00, which would support food distribution infrastructure across far western North Caroli-
na. Further updates on that opportunity will follow as the process develops.

Thursday, May 21 was the last Soul Table for the Barfields. Guests enjoyed a
hotdog buffet, fresh popcorn and desserts. There were many hugs, laughs,
tears and conversations. Soul Table will continue under the leadership of
Grant Corrigan and a fantastic group of volunteers. Please continue to sup-
port this program with prayers, donations, your presence and encourage-
ment. r




SUNDAY"
SCHOOL,

Young Adult Sunday School meets at 9:45
a.m. in Room 301 in the Education Building.

Seekers Sunday School meets at 9:45 a.m.
in the Library.

The Nursery (Room 202) is available for
children aged 0 yrs to Kindergarten from
9:45 a.m.-Noon.

Children’s Sunday School meets in the
Education Building at 10 a.m.

Worship Readiness (Room 304) for chil-
dren aged Kindergarten through 5th grade
meets during worship after the children’s
moment.

Children are welcome in worship and will
then be released after Children’s Time to
return to their nursery or Children’s Church.
Older children (5th grade+) should remain
with their parents in worship.

Keep the following
2= 3 in your thoughts
ra Y Cr 5 and prayers:
IC_ asce Ukraine and its people;
Bill and Barbara Hughes;
Carl Auvil; Teresa; Lori; Emma; Alice & Ron Lewis;
Cindy; Carolyn; Carl & Christy Osborn; Joe Hartman;
Michee Leone; Earl Riggs; Cissy Dyer; Marion Forsyth;
Rex Odom; Rosemary Vicknair; Gary Hall; Susan Lee;
Bob Parker; Eric Brant; Keisha Licata; Grant Corrigan;
Members of the Armed Forces; Karen Forker.; Karen
Crowe; Matt Heltzel; Natalia Donley-Telmosse; Har-
old Blackmon; Jill Beck; Sarah Baldridge; Ginny Pear-
cy; Karlee Teague; Family of Payton Mixon; Family of
Carl Eicher; Evangeline & mother, Sonia; John &
Sheila Snow.

Prayer Team: prayfumc@gmail.com.

In an effort to have room for all prayer requests we
will rotate off the names every 3 weeks unless
indicated, either by a notation on the blue prayer
request card or by calling the church office.
828-837-2718 or email:
admin@murphyfirstumc.org

Prayer Requests can be submitted through our
mobile app, on our Facebook page, YouTube live
stream or by calling the church office.

Usher

June 7 After Worship

Ever thought about being an usher?
Please join us for a short informative,
training session on how to be an Usher.

If you have any questions, please feel
free to contact Vera Confer at
vaconfer@gmail.com or 919-623-7892.
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Give from
the heast.

Donate blood and
help save lives.

+ American
LI Red Cross

Blood Drive
Murphy First United
Methodist Church

Fellowship Hall
73 Valley River Ave
Murphy, NC 28906

Friday, June 12, 2026
10:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

To make an appointment or for more information,
please call 1-800-REDCROSS (1-800-733-2767)
or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter
Sponsor Code "MurphyUMC".

Bring your Red Cross Donor Card or Photo ID.
Walk-Ins are welcome, appointments honored first!

o $15 i’ _,:’..'. Qive
lft Make summer shine for patients in need. Come to give 70580
g card blood June 1-28 for a $15 e-gift card! &%y .

1-800-RED CROSS | 1-800-733-2767 | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App



Where Do “To be, or not to be, that is the ques-
~ /YOu tion.” Well, really, the question is: in
L >Fit what areas could | make a great volun-

e B teer while putting to use my talents to

serve the church? Volunteer |
Recruitment Fair

To help you out, we are in the early stages of
planning for a Volunteer Fair on Sun-

day, August 9 in the Fellowship Hall, im-
mediately after the worship service. Light re-
freshments will be served. Please mark
your calendars so you can explore the best
way to serve your church.
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Taizé Worship is Coming to
Murphy on June 11 on the
2nd Thursday of each month
at 6 p.m. at Harshaw Chapel.

Taize is a contemplative service with songs, silence and short readings. Inspired by
worship at the Taizé community in Burgundy, France, it is a prayerful service with a
spaciousness that invites rest and reflection, a time for heart and soul to connect with
God. The service is an inviting place for people of various faith traditions, and for
those who simply want a quiet space to press the pause button on the noise of life.

Contact Ann Smith if you have questions, and invite others to experience this worship
with you. annsmith828@gmail.com or 478-731-9025
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anniversdaries »& b|rthdc|Y5
06/01—Cathrine Thorley; Dennis Widstrom

06/01—Rod & Amy Brown
06/02—Terry & Kendra Fokakis
06/05—Edward & Katrina Palmer

=
".h

.,.,306/02 Leah Palmer
i ﬁ06/07 —James Jallah
¥ 06/09—Sarah June Ely-McCollum; Alice Lewis

06/11—Bill & Barbara Hughes $06/11 Marilyn Jones; David Liber

06/14—Duncan & Courtney Sumpter "'306/12 Zander Lucksavage

06/17—Tyler & Nikol Edwards ¥ 06/13—Sue Parker

06/18—Janet & Clarence Jones; 4 06/15—Adam Clonts; Joey Thorley
Ryan & Kathy Kephart ﬁ06/16—Terri Stroup

06/21—Terry & Vikki Fortner ! I“306/19 —Sasha Mendoza; Micah Nelson

06/30—Russell & Monica Matthews ?;306/23 Kathryn Keily Jenkins

If your anniversary does not appear E‘ 06/26—Tom Payne

above, we do not have a valid date for & 06/27—Diane Barfield

you. Please contact Maggie in the '!'E!z06/29 Randy Allman; Maria McLeod

church office to correct this. ¥+ 06/30—Tim Nicholson; Mary Beth Poncin

P your birthday does not appear above, we
#ivido not have a valid date for you. Please

Trustee on ca" fOI' June x:ﬁzcontact Maggie in the church office to cor-
,”zrect this.

Freddy Lochaby [#@sasiaaeieiititiadaiad
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The Harshaw mowing crew is back in action again this
year, on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of the month
starting at 8 a.m. We have a new group called Harshaw
Crew that you can request to join if you are willing to
help out. You can find it under Groups in the app. We
will use this to communicate schedules, etc.




We are looking for a group of painters and handy persons to assist
making the parsonage ready for the Hill family on the days of June
17-21. Among other things we need to perform the following:
1. Power wash the deck at the rear of the house.
2. Paint the handrail of the deck.
- - 3. Stain the deck that is about 500 square feet.

D/ @ ?4. Seal overhead structure over deck that is about 120 square feet.
5. Refasten a few shingles around the chimney.

TRUSTEES 6. Painting in several rooms. (Extent still not confirmed due to art
items still in place along with furniture etc.)

7. Painting of several doors and baseboards throughout the home.
8. Adjust a number of doors that have very uneven margins.

We are hoping painters can largely bring their own tools including drop clothes, ladders,
rollers and brushes. Disposable drop clothes, masking tape, filler, caulk, paint etc. will be
picked up in advance. If you don’t have tools, some will be provided and ready to go. We
would plan to start around 9:00 a.m. and work as long as you wish. You may want to bring a
sack lunch and something to drink. The first day would be the power washing, prep and get-
ting started. Hopefully two or three more days to finish the operation. Workers participating
as much or as little as your schedule allows.

If you are available and would like to participate, please let Bruce Peck know. More details to
follow. If you know of others that could add to the group, please let Bruce know that as well.
We would like as many as 10 people involved.

Bruce can be reached at rbrucepeck@agmail.com or 407.257.2814.

We are officially moving into summer mode for youth ministry! We will have monthly gatherings —
all including keeping cool in the water. Here's our schedule for June and July:

June 14 - Lake Day at Noland and Charlene Smith’s house on Lake Hiwassee. Official
times TBD, but generally 3-6. Lake fun and cookout! Further details will come via text to
families.

July 19 - Pool Day.
August 30 - Rafting down the Nantahala!

Regular weekly Sunday youth meetings will resume in September. I'm grateful to Carole Goffus and
Erin Simons who are taking the lead with youth right now. If you also are feeling led to be more in-
volved with youth ministry, please reach out to either of them—we'd be grateful for more

help! carole.goffus@gmail.com and Erinbsimons@gmail.com ---Pastor Wil
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i o  Lontacts

Pastor Wil Posey
pastor@murphyfirstumc.org
Suzanne West—Director of Music
music@murphyfirstumc.org
Maggie Corrigan—Admin Asst
admin@murphyfirstumc.org
Jack Frahmann—Treasurer

N~ ONTHE CGOWITH GOD *

Are You interested in having a great
time and blessing Murphy'’s Children
this Summer? We need you for Vacation

) | . . |
Bible School! Contact Bridget Killian treasurer@murphyfirstumc.org

(828'541'1222) or Arm Smith . Bridget Esterhuizen—Preschool Dir.
(annsmith828 @gmail.com) to get in- oreschool@murphyfirstumc.org
volved. Registration opens on June 7 ' —

and will close on July 15. Kids aged 3
through completed 5th grade are eligi-

ble.
Summer Kick-Off Cook-Out! @ g

Come out and celebrate the beginning of summer with your
friends from Murphy First! Join us for an afternoon of fellow-
ship, fun, and of course, good food! We will provide the meat,
tea, water and paper products. Feel free to bring your favorite
summer side dish or dessert. Let us know if you can make it
and what you would like to contribute.

Saturday, June 13 - 1:00-4:00
David and D'Anna Liber, 113 Wooten Drive, Topton, NC, 28781

To RSVP, or with any questions, contact David at 770-853-6817,
D'Anna at 770-853-6814 or emall liber765@comcast.net

Please let us know if you have any questions. | hope you can make it that day! :)
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FUMC

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
31 01 02 03 04 05 06
9:45 a.m. Sunday 10:30 a.m. Yoga |9 am. Cherokee |10 a.m. Worship 10 a.m.Quilters 11:30 a.m. Chair |9:30 am. Al
School 11:30 a.m. Chair  |Cty Child Collab |Mtg 11:30 a.m. Soul Ta- |Exercises Anon
10:55 a.m. Worship Exercises 11 a.m. Soul 11:30 a.m. Chair Ex- |ble
11:15 a.m. Children’s Table Mtg ercises
Church 1 p.m. Bible Study
4 p.m. ALPHA
4:30 p.m. AA Dinner
07 08 09 10 1 12 BLOOD 13
9:45 a.m. Sunday 10:30 a.m. Yoga |11 a.m. Missions |10 a.m. Worship 8 a.m. Harshaw DRIVE DAY 9:30 am. Al
School 11:30 a.m. Chair | Team Mtg Mowing 10 a.m. - 2:20 |Anon
11 a.m. Worship Exercises 5:30 p.m. Trus- |11:30 a.m. Chair Ex- |10 a.m. Quilters p.m.
tees ercises 11:30 a.m. Soul Ta- |11:30 a.m. Chair
5:30 p.m. Choir Re- |ble Exercises
hearsal 6 p.m. Taizé Wor-
ship @ Harshaw
Chapel

14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:45 a.m. Sunday 10:30 a.m. Yoga 10 a.m. Worship 10 a.m. Quilters 11:30 a.m. Chair |9:30 am. Al
School 11:30 a.m. Chair Mtg 11:30 a.m. Soul Ta- |Exercises Anon
11 a.m. Worship Exercises 10:30 a.m. Greeting |ble
4 p.m. Youth Card Ministry 5:30 p.m. Finance

11:30 a.m. UWF Committee

11:30 a.m. Chair Ex-

ercises

1 p.m. Bible Study
21 22 23 24 Newsletter Input |25 26 27
9:45 a.m. Sunday 10:30 a.m. Yoga Deadline 8 a.m. Harshaw 11:30 a.m. Chair |9:30 a.m. Al
School 11:30 a.m. Chair 10 a.m. Worship Mowing Exercises Anon
11 a.m. Worship Exercises Mtg 10 a.m. Quilters

5 p.m. SPPRC 11:30 a.m. Chair Ex- |17:30 a.m. Soul Ta-

ercises ble
28 29 30 01 02 03 04
9:45 a.m. Sunday 10 a.m. Worship Mtg |10 a.m. Quilters 11:30 a.m. Chair [9:30 am. Al
School 11:30 a.m. Chair Ex- | 77:30 a.m. Soul Table |Exercises Anon

11 a.m. Worship

ercises




The Worship Service
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The “Roast”




~ Murphy First

» United Methodist Church

P. O. Box 86 (73 Valley River Avenue)

Murphy, NC 28906

TO:

#BeUMC

STAFF:

Rev. Wil Posey, Pastor
pastor@murphyfirstumc.org
Maggie Corrigan, Admin. Assistant
admin@murphyfirstumc.org
Jack Frahmann, Treasurer
treasurer@murphyfirstumc.org
Suzanne West, Director of Music
music@murphyfirstumc.org
Bridget Esterhuizen, Preschool Dir.
preschool@murphyfirstumc.org
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Z)FFICE INFO:

Hours: Tuesday - Thursday, 9 am.- 1 p.m.
Phone: (828) 837-2718 (Office)

(828) 837-9735 (Fax)
Email: admin@murphyfirstumc.org
Website: www.murphyfirstumc.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/fumcmurphy/
YouTube: www.youtube.com/

@murphyfirstunitedmethodist4890

Our Mission is to live as a community transformed by God’s grace, sent to love and serve like Jesus.

Our Vision is to build communities of hope where all people experience belonging and abundant life.
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